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To all Pax EN TS, © SCHOOL-MASTERS, 
and SCHOOL-MISTRESSES, or any that 
are concerned in the \EpucaTiION 
of CHILDREN. pe EEE 


DEAR FRIENDS, 


| Have often thought that Chriſt ſpeaks to you 
as Pharaoh's daughter did to Moſes's mother: 
Take this child, and nurſe it for me. Con- 
ſider what a precious jewel is committed to your 
charge; what an advantage you have to ſhew your 
love to Chriſt, to ſtock the next generation with 
noble plants, and what a joyful account you may 
Imake if you be faithful. Remember, fouls, Chriſt 
ind grace cannot be overvalued. I confeſs you 
ave ſome diſadvantages, but let that only excice 
our diligence ; the 1alvation of fouls, the com- 
mendation of your Maſter, the greatneſs of your 
reward and everlaſting glory, will pay for all. Re- 
member the devil is at work hard, wicked ones are 
nduſtrious, and a corrupt nature is a rugged, knot- 
y, piece to hew: but be not diſcouraged. I am al- 
oſt as much afraid of your lazineſs and unfaithful. 
eſs as any thing. Do but go to work in good ear- 
eſt, and who knows but that rough ſtone may prove 
a pillar in the temple of God? In the name of the 
Wo e lluüviag 


iv * To Parents and 6; 
living God, as you will antwer it ſhortly at his 
bar, I command you to be faith: ul in inſtructing 
and catechiſing your young ones: if you think [ 
am too peremptory, I pray read the command 
from my Maſter bimſelf, Deut. vi. 7. Is not the 
duty clear? and dare you neglect ſo direct a com- 
mand ? Are the ſouls of yc ur children of no value? 
Are you willing that they ſhould be brands of hell? 
Are you indifferent whether they be damned or 
ſaied ? Shall the devil run away with them without 
controul? Will you not uſe „our utmoſt endeavour 
to deliver them from the wrath to come? You ſee 
that they are not ſubjects incapable of the grace of 
God: whatever you think of them, Chriſt doth 
not llight them; they are not too littleto die; the 
are not too little to go to heil; they are not 100 
little to {ſerve their greet Maſter, too little to g to 
heaven: For of ſuck is ile kingaom of Ged. And 
will not a poſſibility of their converſion and ſalva- 
tion put you upon the greateſt diligence to teach 
them? Or are Chriſt, ard beaven, and ſalvation, 
ſmail things with you? If they be, then indeed | 
have done with you; but, if they be not, I beſe-h 

ou lay about you with all your might; the ce vil 
knows your time is going apace; it will f1ortiy be 
too late. Oh! therefore, what you do, do quick iy, 
and do it, I lay, with ail your might! O p ay 
play, pra, and live holily before them, and take 

— time daily to ſpeak a little to your children 
one by one, about their miſerable condition by na 


ture. I krew a child that was converted by th 


ſenten ce from a podly ſchool-miſtreſs in the coun 
try, Every mother's chiid of you are by nature chil 
dren of eyrath, Put your children upon learning 
their catechiſm and the Scriptures, and getüng tc 
pray and weep by themſelves after Chriit. 0 ake 

: | - heed 
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Teachers of Children. v 
heed of their company; take heed of pardoning 


a lie; take heed of letting them miſpend the 


ſabbath: put them, I beſeech you, upon imi- 
tating theſe. iweet children; let them read this 
book over a hundred times, and obferve how the 


are affe ed, and aſk them what they think of thele 


children, and whether they would not be ſuch? and 
follow what you do with earneſt cries to God, and 


be in travail to fee Chriſt formed in their ſouls, 1 


have prayed for you; 1 have ft prayed for your 
children, and I love them dearly; and | have pray- 
ed over theie papers, that God would ttrive in 
with them, and make them effectual to the 5.34 
of their ſouls, Encourzge your children read 
this bok, and lead them io improve it. Whats 
preſented is faithfully taken from experienced, 


lolid, Chriſtians, ſome of them no way related to 


the children, who themſelves were eye and car 
witneſſes of God's works of wonder; or from m 
own knowledge, or from reverend godly miniſters, 
and from perions that are of unſpotted reputation, 
for holineſs, integrity, and wiſdom ; and teveral 
paſſages are taken verbatim, in writing, frem their 
dying lips, I may add many other excellent ex- 
amples, if I have any encouragement in this piece; 
[which the author has done in the Second Part.] 
That the young generation may be far more ex- 
cellent than this is the prayer of oue that dearly 
loves little children, 
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DIRECTIONS To CHILDREN. 


O U may now hear, my dear lambs, what 

other guod children have done, and re- 
member how they wept and prayed by them. 
ſelves; how earneſtly they cried out for an in- 
tereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: you may now 
read how dutiful they were to their parents; how 
diligent at their bcoks 3 how ready to learn the 
Scripture and their catechiſms. Can you forget 
what queſiions they were wont to aſk ? how much 
they feared a lie? how much they abhorred navgh- 
ty company? how holily they lived? how dearly 
they were loved? how joyfully they died ? 


But tell me, my dear children, and tell me truly, 


do you as theſe children did? Did you ever ice 
cur miſerable late by nature? Did you ever get 
05 yourſelf, and weep tor tin, and pray or grace and 


Pardon? Did you ever go to your father and mo- 


ther, maſter and miltgels, and beg ot them to pity 
you, and pray for you, and to teach you what you 


ſhell 
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135 £7.» | The Preface, | X vii 
ſhall do to be ſaved; what you ſhall do to get 
Chriſt, heaven, and glory? Doſt thou love to be: 
taught good things? Come, tell me truly, my dear 
child; for I would fain do what I can poſſibly to 
keep thee from falling into everlaſting fire. 1 
would fain have thee one of thoſe little ones, 
which Chriſt will take into his arms and bleſs. 
Ho doſt thou ſpend thy time? is it in play and 
| idleneſs, and with wicked children ? Dare you 
, take God's name in vain, or {wear, or tell a lie? 
Dare you do any thing which your parents forbid 
you, and neglect to do what they command you? 
Do you dareto run up and down upon the Lord's 
J. day? or do you keep in, to read your book, and 
to learn what your good parents command you ? 
What do you ſay, child? which cf theſe two forts 
are you of ? Let me talk a little with you, and 


ath aſk you a few queſtions, 1785 
1. Were not theſe children ſweet children, 
n which feared God, and were dutiful to their pa- 
rents? Did not their fathers and mothers, and. 
80 every body that fears God, love and praile them ? 


What'do you think is become of them, now they 
he are dead and gone? Why, they are gone to hea- 
>| ven, and are {inging hallelujahs with the angels: 
ch they ſee glorious things; and, having nothing but 
Joy and pleaſure, they ſhall never ſin any more; 
ily they ſhall never be beat any more; they iha'l ne- 

ver be ſick or in pain any more. | 

2. And would you not have your father's love, 
your mother's commendation, your maſter's good 
Ser word? Would you not have God and Chriſt love 
you? and wou!d you not fain go to heaven when 
you die, and live with your godly parents in glo- 
ry, and be happy for ever? : 

| — 6 4 3. Whither, 
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The Preſace. 


3. Whither, do you think, thoſe children go, 
when they die, that will not do what they are 
bid, but play the truant, and lie, and ſpeak 
Heughty words, and break the ſabbath ? whither 
do ſuch children go, do you think ? Why, 1 will 
tell you: they which lie mult go to their father, 
The devil, into everlaſting burnings; they which 
never pray, God will poor out his wrath upon 


them; and, when they beg and pray in hell- fire, 


God will not fo:give them, but there they mult 
lie for ever! | 

4. Are you willing to go to hell, to be burned 
with the devil and his angels? Would you be in 
the ſame condition as naughty children? O! hellis 
a terrible place, that is worſe a thouſand times than 
whipping, God's anger is worſe than your ſa- 
ther's anger; and are you willing to anger God ? 
© child, this is moſt certainly true, that all that are 
wickeg, and diz ſo, muſt be turned into hell; and, if 
any be once there, there is no coming out again. 

$. Would you not do any thing in the world 
* than be thrown into hell- fire? Would you 
not do any thing in the world, to get Chriſt, 


grace, and glory ? 


6. Well now what will you do? will you read 
this book a little, becauſe your good mother will 


make you do it, and becauſe it is a little new 


book; but, as ſoon as ever you have done, run 
2way to play, and never think of it? 

7, How art thou now affected, poor child, in 
the reading of this bzok? Have you ſhed ever a 
tear ſince you began rezctng ? have you been by 
yourſelf upon your knees, and begging that God 


would make you like theſe bleſſed children? or || 
dire you, as you uſed to be, as careleſs, ard fovl- 
ih, and difobedient, and wicked, as ever? 


8. Did 
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8. Did you never hear of a little child that 
died? and, if other children die, why may not 
you be ſick and die? and what will you do then, 
child, if you ſhould have no grace in your heart, 
and be found like other naughty children ? 

g. How do you know but that you may be the 
next child that may die? and where are you then 
if you be not God's child ? Sm. 

10, Wilt thou tarcy any longer, my dear child, 
before thou run into thy chamber, and beg of God 
to give thee Chriſt for thy ſou], that thou mayſt 
not be undone for ever? Walt thou get preſently 
into a corner to weep and pray? Methinks I ſee 


that pretty lamb begin to weep, and think of get- 


ting by himſelf, and will, as well as he can, cry 
unto the Lord, to make him one of thole little 
ones that go into the kingdom of heaven: me- 
thinks there ſtands a ſweet child, and there ano- 
ther, that are reſolved for Chriſt and for heaven: 
methinks that little boy looks as if he had a 
mind to learn good things; methinks I hear one 

ſay, Well, Iwill never tellalie more; I will never 
keep any niughty boys company more; they will 


teach me to ſwear, and they will ſpeak naughty 


words; they do not love God: 1 will learn my 
catechiſm, and get my mother to teach me to 
pray, and will go weep and cry to Chriſt, and 
will not be quiet till the Lord has given me grace. 
O! that is my brave child indeed! 

11. But will you not quickly forget your pro- 
miſe? Have youreſolved, by the ſtrengtbho Chrit, 


to be a good child ? have you indeed? ray, but 


have you indeed? Conſider, dear child, God calls 
you to conſider your Creator in the days of your 
youta ; and he takes it kindly when little ones 
come to him, and loves them dearly; and godly 

| | 19 people, 
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people, eſpecially parents and maſters and miſ. 
treſſes, have no greater joy than to ſee their chil- 
dren welk in the way of wath, | 
Now tel! me, my pretty dear child, what will 
you do Shall 1 inake you a book ? Shall I pray 
for you and entre:t you? Shall your good mo- 
ther weep over you ? and will you not make us 
all glad, by your turning quickly to the Lord ? 
Shall Chriſt tell you that he will love you, and 
will not you love him? Wil! you ftrive to be hke 


theſe children? I am perivaded that God intends 


to do cod to the fouls of ſome little children by 
theſe papers, becauſe he hath laid it ſo much upon 
my heart to pray for them, and over theſe papers ; 
and; throigh mercy, 1 have already experienced 


that ſomething of this nature hath not been in | 
vain, I ſhall give a word of directions, and fo | 


leave you. 

1. Take heed of what you know is naught, as 
lying; (O that is a grievous fault indeed !) and 
naughty words, and taking the Lord's name in 
vain, and playing upon the Lord's day, and keep. 
ing bad company, and playing with ungodly chil- 
dien: but, if you go to fchool with ſuch, tell 
them that God will not love them, but that the 


devil will have them if they continue to beſo 


naught. | 
2. Do what your father and mother bid you 


cheerfully z and take heed of doing any thing that 


they forbid you. | h 
3. Be diligent in reading the Scripture, and 


learning your catechiſm ; and, what you do not 


underitand, be ſure aſk the meaning of. 


4. Think a little ſometimes by yourſelf about 
God and heaven, and your ſoul, and what Chriſt 


came into the world for, 


5. And 
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And if you have no great mind to do thus, 
bat had rather be at play, then think what it is 
that makes me that I do not care for good 
things; is this like one of God's dear children? 
Jam afraid I am none of God's child; I feel i 
do not love to come unto him. O! What ſhall I 
do? Either 1 ſhall be God's child or the deviPs ; 
O! what ſtall I do ? IT would not be the devil's 
child for auy thing in the world. 

6. Then go to your father or mother, or ſome 
good perſon, and afk them what thou ſhalt do to be 
God's child; and teil them that thou art afraid, 
and that thou canſt not be contented till thou haſt 
got the love of God, 

7. Get by thyſelf into the chamber or garret, 
and fall upon thy knees, and weep and mourn, 


and tell Chriſt thou art afraid he does not love 


thee, but that chou would fain have his love: beg 
of him to give thee his grace, and pardon for thy 
ſins, and that he wou!- make thee his child: tell 
God thou doſt not care who do not love thee, if 
God will but love thee : ſay tw him, Father, haſt 
thou not a blefling for me, thy poor little child? 
Father, haſt thou not a blefiing for me, even for 
me? O give me an inter:f: in Chriſt! O let we 
not be undone for ever! Thus beg as for your 
lives, and be not contented till you have an an- 
ſwer; and do thus every day, with zs much ear- 
nefineſs as you can, twice a day at lealt. 

8. Give yourſelf up io Chriſt ; ſoy, cear Jeſas, 
thou didſt bid that little children thou!d be faf- 
tered te come unto thee; and, Lord, lam come as 


_ well as I can; | would fain be thy child; take 


my heart, a and make it humble, and meek, and 
ſenſible, and obedient, | give myſelf anta thee; 
dear Jeſus, do what thou wilt with me, ſo that 

A 6 thou 
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thou wilt but love me, and give me thy grace 
and glory, 

9. Get acquainted with godly people, and aſk 
them good queſtions, and endeavour to love their 
talk, 

10. Labour to get a dear love for Chriſt : read 


the hiſtory of Chriſt's ſufferings, and aſk the rea- 


ſon of his ſufferings, and never be content till 
you ſee your need of Chriſt, and the excellency 


and uſe of Chriſt, 


11. Hear the moſt powerful miniſters, and read 
the moſt ſearching books, and get your father to 
buy you ſuch as are ſerious and inſtructive. 

12. Reſolve to continue in well-doing all your 
days; then thou ſhalt be one of thoſe tweet lit- 


tle ones that Chriſt will take into his arms, and 


bleſs, and give kingdom, crown, and glory, to. 
And now, dear children, I have done: t| have 
written to you; I have prayed for you: but what 
you will do Icannot tell. O children, if you love 
me, if you love your parents, if you love your 
fouls, if you would eſcape hell-fire, and if you 


_ would live in heaven when you die, do you go 


and do as theie good children. And that you may 


be your parents joy, your country's honour, and 


live in God's fear, and die in his love, is the 
prayer of your dear friend, 


NE J. JANEWAY, 
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THE FIRST PART. 


EXAMPLE I. 


DF one emintntly converted between eight and nine 
years old, wwith an account of ber life and death, 


T RS. Sarah Howley, when ſhe was between 
| eight and nine years old, was carried by her 
tiends to hear a ſermon, where the miniſter preach- 
d upon Mat. xi. 13. My ycle is eaſy, ond my burden 


light: in the applying of which Scripture this. 


hild was mightily awakened, and made deeply ſen. 
ible of the condition of her foul, and her nued of 
hriſt: ſhe wept bitterly to think what a caſe ſhe 
as in; and went home, and got by herſelſ into a 


hamber, and up:n her knees ſhe wept and cried 


o the Lord as well as ſhe could; which might ea- 
ily be perceived by her eyes and countenance. 
2. She was not contented at this; but ſhe got her 
ttle brother and ſiſler into achamber with her, and 
vid them of their condition by nature, and wept 
ver them, and prayed with them and for them. 


3. After 
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3. After this ſhe heard another ſermon upon Prov. 
xxix. 1. He that, being often repræved. hardeneth his 
heart, ſhall ſuddenly be deſirꝛyed, and that at iſhout 


remedy : at which ſhe was more affected than before, 


and was ſoexceeding ſolicitous about her foul, that 
ſhe ſpent a great part of the night in weeping and 
praying, and could ſcarce tzke any reſt day or night 
for ſome time together, deſiring with all her ſoul to 
eſcape from everlaiting flames, ard to pet an in- 


tereſt in the Lord Jeſus: O what Hould ſhe do for 


- Chriſt ! what ſhould ſte do to be ſaved! 


4. She gave herſelf much to attending upon the 
word preached, and fil! continved very tender 
under it, greatly ſavcuring what ihe heard. 

5 She was very mach in ſecret prayer, as might 
eaſily be perceived by theſe who liſtened at the 
chamber-door; aad was uſually very importu- 
nate, full of tears, 

6. Shecould ſcarce ſpeak of ſin, or be ſpoke to, 
but her heart was ready to melt. 

7+ She ſpent much time in reading the Scripture, 
and a book called T he be/t Friend in the worſt of Times, 
by which the work of God was much promoted 
upon her ſoul ; and was much directed by it how to 
get acquaintance with God, eſpecially toward the 
end of that book. Another book that {is was 
much delighted with was Mr Swinnock's Chri//ian 
Man's Calling; and by this ſhe was taught in this 
meaſure to make religion her buſineſs, The Spi- 
ritual Bee was a great companion of hers. 


8. Sbe was exceeding dutiful to her parents, 


very lothe to grieve them in the leaſt ; and, if ſhe 
had at any time (which was very rare) oftended 
them, ſhe would weep bitter ly. 
She abhorred ly ing, and allowed herſelf in 
no known ſin. 
10. She 


for Childrin, OY 


10. She was very conſcientious in ſpending of 
time, and hated idleneſs, and ſpent her whole 
time either in praying, reading, or working at 
her needle, at which ſhe was very ingenious. | 

11. When ſhe was at ſchool, ſhe was eminent 


for her diligence, reachablene(s, meckneſs, and 


modeſty, ſpeaking little; but, when ſhe did ſpeak, 
it was uſually ſpiritual. 

12. She continued in this courſe of religious 
duties for ſome years together. 

13. When ſhe was about fourteen years old ſhe 
broke a vein in her lungs (as is iuppoſed), and oft 
did ſpit blood; yet did a little recover again, bat 
had ſeveral dangerous relapſes. 

14. At the beginning of January laſt ſne was 
taken very bad again; in Which fickneſs ſhe was 
in great difireſs of foul, When the was firſt taken 


ſhe ſaid, O mother, pray, pray, piay, for me; 


for Satan is ſo buſy that I cannot pray for myſelf; 
I ſee I am undone without Chritt and a pardon! 
O I am undone to all eternity ! 


15. Her mother, knowing how ſerious ſhe had 


been formerly, did a li:tle wonder that ſhe ſhould 


be in ſuch agonies: : upon which her mother aſked 
her what fin it was that was ſo burthenſome to her 
ſpirits : O mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not any particular 


fin of omiſſion or commiſſion, that ſticks ſo cloſe 


to my conſcience, as the fin of my nature: with. 
out the blood of Chriit, that will damn me, 


16. Her mother aſked her what the ſhould pray 


for, for her; ſhe aniwered, That | may have a 
ſaving knowledge of fin and Chriſt; and that I 


may have an aſſurance of God's laws to my ſoul, 
Her mother aſked her why ſhe did ſpeak ſo little 


alto the miniſter that came to her? She aniwered, 


that it was her duty with dane and ſilence to 
learn 
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learn of them; and it was exceeding painfal to 
her to ſpeak to any. 5 

17. One time, when ſhe fell into a fit, ſhe cried 
out, Oh! 1 am going, Iam going! but what mall 
I do to be ſaved? Sweet Lord Jeſus, J will lie at 
thy feet; and, if I periſn, it ſhall be at the foun. 
tain of thy mercy, 

18. She was much afraid of preſumption, and 
dreaded a miſtake in the matters of her ſoul, and 
would be often putting up ejaculations to God, to 
deliver her from deceiving herſelf. To inſtance in 
one: Great and mighty God, give me faith, and 


true faith, Lord, that I may not be a fooliſh vir- 


gin, having a lamp and no oil. 

19. She would many times be laying hold upon 
the promiſes, and plead them in prayer. That in 
Matt. xi. 28, 29. was much on her tongue, and 
no ſmall relief to her ſpirit. How many times 
would ſhe cry out, Lord, haſt thou not ſaid, Come 
unto me, all ye tha are weary and Peay laden, and J 
evil] give you reſt ! 

20. Another time her father bid her be of good 

Cheer, becauſe ſhe was going to a better Father; 


at which ſhe was much affected, and ſaid, But 


how do I know that? I ama poor Gnner that 
wants aſſurance :; O for aſſurance ! it was ſtill her 
note, O for aſſurance! This was her great, earneſt, 
and conſtant, requeſt, to all that came to her, to 
beg aſſurance for her; aud, poor heart! ſhe would 
lock with fo much eagerneſs upon them, as if ſhe 


deſired nothing in the world ſo much as that they 


would pity ber, aud help her with their prayers; 
never was poor creature more earneſt for any thing 
than the wis for an aſforance, and the light of 


God's countenance : O the piteous moan that ſhe 


would make! O the agonies that her ſoul was in! 
21. Her 


for Children, 5 
21. Her mother aſked her, if God ſhould ſpare 
her life, how ſhe would live? Truly, mother, ſaid 
ſhe, we have ſuch baſe hearts, that 1 cannot tell: 
we are apt to promiſe great things when we are 
ar Ick; but, when we are recovered, we are as ready 
a. Ito forget ourſelves, and turn again unto folly : but 
| hope i ſhal: be more careful of my time, and my 
4 ſoul, than I have been, | | 
d 22. She was full of natural affection to her pa- 
o (rents, and very careful leſt her mother ſhoald be 
in tired out with much watching, Her mother ſaid, 
4 {How ſhall J bear parting with thee, when I have 
r. Iſcarce dried my eyes for thy brother? She an- 
Iſwered, The God of love ſupport and comfort you: 
\n lit is but a little while, and we ſhall meet in glory, 
in [1 hope. She, being very weak, could ſpeak but 
ad Ilittle; therefore her mother ſaid, Child, if thou haſt 
es fany comfort, lift up thy hand; which ſhe did. 
ne 23. The Lord's day before that in which ſhe 
7 Idied, a kinſman of hers came to ſee her, and, aſk- 
ing of her whether ſhe knew him, ſhe anſwered, 
ad Lea, I know you, and Idefire you would learn to 
; know Chriſt: you are young; but you know not 
at Hhov/ ſoon you may die; and, O! to die without 
iat [Cbriſt is a fearful thing: O redeem time! O 
ner time, time, time, precious time! Being requeſted 
|, by him nat to ſpend herſelf, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would 
tol fain do all the good ſhe could while ſhe lived, and 
la when ſhe was dead too, if poſſible ; upon which 
ſhe account ſhe defired that aſermon might be preached 
ey ſat the funeral concerning the preciouſneſs of 
s; Itime. O that young ones would now remember 
og their Crearor) „ 
or 24. Some miniſters that came to her did with 
ſhe learneſtneſs beg that the Lord would pleaſe to give 
in! her ſome token for good, that ſhe might go off 
%% 0 ne triumphing; 


: rr 0 — — 
— * — — 222 — * <> - a” E — 


4A W 


triumphing; and bills of the ſame nature wen 


lent to ſeveral churches, 


25. After ſhe had long waited for an anſwer of 


their prayers, ſhe ſaid, Well, I auill venture 
foul up n Chriſt, 

26. Shecarried itwith wonderful patience, anc 
yet would often pray that the Lord would giv 
her more patience ; which the Lord an{wered, te 
aſtoniſhment; for, conſidering the pains and ago- 
nies that ſhe was in, her patience was next to 4 
onder. Lord, Lord, give me patience, {aid ſhe, 
that I may not diſnonour thee, 

27. Upon Thurſday, after long waiting, great 
fears, and many prayers, when all her friends 
thought ſhe had been paſt ſpeakis g, to the aſto. 
niſhment of her friends, ſhe broke forth thus, 
with a very audible voice and cheerful counte- 
nance: Lord, thou haſt promiſed, that whoſoever 


comes unto thee thou wilt in no wile caſt out: 


Lord, I come unto thee, and ſurely thou wilt 
in no wiſe caſt me out. O ſo ſweet! O fo glo. 
rious, is Jeſus! O, I have a ſweet and plorions 
Jeſus! he is ſweet, he is ſweet, he is ſweet! 0 
the admirable love of God in ſending Chriſt! 0 
free grace to a poor loſt creature! And thus ſhe 
ranon in repeating many of theſe things a hundred 
times over; but her friends were ſo aitoniſhed to 
ſee her in this divine rapture, and to hear ſuch 
gracious words, and her prayers and defires ſatil- 


ted, that they could not write a quarter of what 


ſhe ſpoke. : 
28, While her ſoul was thus raviſhed with the 


love of Chriſt, and her tongue fo highly engaged 


in the magnifying of God, her father, brethren, 
and filters, with others of the family, were called; 


of 
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to whom ſhe ſpoke particularly, as her ſtrength 


would give leave. She pave her Bible as a legacy 
Eto one of her brothers, and deſire! him to uſe 


that well for her ſake; and added, to aim and the 
reſt, O make uſe of time to get Chiilt for your 
ſouls! O ſpend no time in running up and 
down in playing! O get Chriſt for your fouls 
while you are young: remember now your Creator 
before you come to a fh:k bed: put not off this 
great work till then; ſor then you will find it a 
tar! work indeed! | know, by experience, the 
devi! will teil you it i: time enough, and ve are 
young ; what need you be in ſuch halle? you 
will have time enough when you are old, But 
there ſtands one (meaning her grand mother) that 
fiays behind; and I, that am but ycung, am goin 
before her; O therefore make your calling _ 
election ſure, while you are in health! But I am 
afraid this will be but one night's trouble to your 
thoughts: but remember theſe are the words of a 
dying ſiſter, O if you knew how good Chriſt 
was! O if you had bur one taſte of his ſweetneſs, 
you would rather go to him a thouſand times than 
ſtay in this wicked world! I would not, for ten 
thouſand and ten thouſand worlds, part with my 
intereſt in Chriſt; O how happy am I that I am 
going to everlaiting joys! I would not go back 
zgain for twenty thou;and worlds; and will you 
not ſtrive to get an intereſt in Chrift ? | | 
29. After this, looking upon one of her father's 
ſervants, ſhe ſaid, What ſhail 1 do, what ſhall J 
do, at the great day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay to me, 
Came, thou bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for thee ; and ſhall ity to the wicked, Go, 
theu cx" ſed, into the lake that burns for euer? What 
a grief is it to me to think that J ſhall ſee any 
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of my friends, that I knew upon eartb, turned into 
that lake that burns ſor ever! O thoſe words for 
ever! remember that for ever! I ſpeak theſe 
words to you; but they are nothing except God 
ſpeak to you too: O pray, pray, pray, that God 
would give you grace! and then ſhe prayed, Q 
Lord, finith thy work upon their fouls : it will be 
my comlort to ſve you in glory, but it will be 
your everlaſting happineſs, 

30. Her grand mother told her ſhe ſpent herſelf 
too much; ſhe ſail, I care not for that, if I could 
do any foul good. O with what vehemence cid 
ſhe ſpeak, as if her heart were in every word ſhe 
ſpoke! | | ES 

31. She was full of divine ſer tences; and almoſt 
all ber diſcon;ſe, from the Arti to the laſt, in the 
time of her ſickneſs, was about her ſou], Chrift's 
ſweetneſs, and the ſouls of others; jn a werd, 
like a continued ſermon, 

32. Upoa Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively 
diſcoveries of God's love, the was exceeding de. 
firo:'s to die, and cried out, Come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly; conduct me to thy tabernacle; I am 
a poor creature without thee ; but, Lord Jeſus, my 
ſoul longs to be with thee; O when ſhall it be! 
why not now, dear Jeſus? Come, Lord J sſus, come 
quickly: but why do I ſpeak thus? thy time, 

dear Lord, is the beſt ; O give me patience ! 
33. Upon Saturday ſhe {poke very ittle (be. 
ing very drowſy) ; yet now and then ſhe dropt 
theſe words; how long, ſweet Jeſus? inoih 
thy work; come away, {weet dear Lord j2:us; 
come quickly, ſweet Lord, help; come away now, 
now, dear Jeſus, come quickly; good Lord, give 
patience to me to wait thy appointed time; Lord 
Jeſus, help me, help me, help me! Thus at ſeveral 
* „ times 
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imeg when out of her ſleep); for ſhe was aſleep 
he greateſt part of the day. 

34. Upon the Lord's day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
bing; but much deſired that bills of thankſgiving 


mignt be ſent to thoſe who had formerly deen 
praying for her, that they mieht help her to praiſe 
God for that full aſſurance that he bad given her of 


his love; and ſeemed to be much ſwallowed up 
with the thoughts of God's free love to her ſoul. 
She oft commended her ſpirit into the Lord's 
hands; and the laſt words which ſhe was heard 
to ſpeak were theſe; Lord, help; Lord Jeſus, 
help: dear Jeſus, bleſſed jeſus! ———And thus, 
upon the Lord's-day, between nine and ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, ſhe ſlept fwcetly in Jeſus, 
and began an everlaſting ſabbath, February 19, 
1670. | | | | 


EXAMPLE II. 


Fa child that wvas admiraby affdled with the 


thing of Grd when he uas bet en iwo and three 
y-ors old; wwith a brief” account of bis life and 


l, Certain little child, when he could not 
ſpeak plain, wouls be ciying after 

God, aud was grea ly deſirous to be taught good 
things. Toy EY | | 
2. He could not en {ure to he pit to bed without 
family duty, but would put his parents ugon du- 
ty, and would with much devotion Knee down, 
| and 
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and with great patience and delight continue till 


duty was at an end, without the leaſt expreſſion 
of being weary ; and he ſeemed never ſo well 
pleaſed as when he was engaged in duty. 
3. He covld not be ſatisfied with family duty; 
but would be oft upon his knees, by himſelf, in 
one corner or other. | | 

4. He was much delighted to hear the word of 
God either read or preached, | 1 

5. He loved to go to ſchool, that he might 


learn ſomething of God, and would obſerve and 
take great notice of what he had read, and come 


home and ſpeak of it with much affection; and he 


would rejoice in his book, and ſay to his mother, 


O mother! T have had a ſweet leſſon to-day ; will 
you pleaſe to give me leave to fetch my | book, 
that you may hear it? 


6. As he grew up he was more and more af- þ 
feed with the things of another world; ſo that, 


if we had not received our information from one 


that js of undoubted fidelity, it would ſeem in- 


credible, _ 

7. He quickly learned to read the Scriptures, 
and would, with great reverence, tenderneſs, and 
groans, read till tears and ſobs were ready to hin- 
der him. OR: 8 
8. When he was at ſecret prayer he would 
„%% Eo: 3 

9. He was wont oftentimes to complain of the 
naughtineſs of his heart, and ſeemed to be much 
grieved at the corruption of his nature, and for 
actual fin, e | 
10. He had a vaſt underſtanding in the things 
of God, even to a wonder, for one of his age. 

11. He was much troubled for the wandring cf 
his thoughts in duty, and that he could not keep 
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s heart al ways fixed upon God and the work he 
Ig about, and his affections conſtantly raiſed. 
12. He kept a watch over his heart, and ob- 
ItSved the workings of his ſoul, and would com- 
in that they were ſo vain and fooliſh, and ſo 
Ile buſied about ſpiritual things, . | 
in 13. As he grew up he grew daily in knowledge 
dexperience, and his carriage was fo heavenly, 
of Bd his diſcourſe ſo excellent and experimental, 
at it made thoſe which heard iteven aſtoniſhed. 
ht 14. He was exceedingly importunate with oor 
2d duty, and would fo plead with him, and uſe ſuc 
ne Fouments in prayer, that one would think it were 
poſſible it ſhould enter into the heart of a child: 
would beg, and expoſtulate, and weep, ſo that 
netimes 1t could not be kept from the ears of the 
ighbours: one of the next houſe was forced to 
y out, 'Theprayers and tears of that child will fink 
f- E to hell, becauſe by them he condemns my ne- 
at, ect of prayer, and my ſlight performance of it. 
ne B15. He was very fearful of wicked company, 
n- Id would oft beg of God to keep him from it, 
d that he might never be pleaſed in them that 
es, e delight in diſpleaſing God; and when he 
nd I at any time in hearing of their wicked words, 
in-Fing the Lord's name in vain, or ſwearing, or 
y filthy words, it would even make him tremble | 
119 Yd ready to go home and weep, | 
J156. He abhorred lying, with his ſoul, 
the 7. When he had committed any fault, he was 
ch Fly convinced of it, and would get in ſome cor- 
tor Fand ſecret place, and with tears beg pardon of 
dd, and ſtrength againſt ſuch a ſin, He had a 
183 nd that oft watched him, and liſtened at his 
mber-door ; from whom | received this narra- 


ep | 4 . | 18. When 


is =. Js. 


- abſolutely, becauſe he ſaid his heart was naught 


grace of God he ſhould not. 


his catechiſm, 


18. When he had been aſked whether he wor 
commit ſuch a ſin again, hewould never promi 


but he would weep, and ſay he hoped by 


19. When he was left at home alone upon 
ſabbath-days he would be ſure not to ſpend a 
partof the day in idleneſs and play, but be buſy 
in praying, reading in the Bible, and gettin" 


20. When other children were playing, he wo 
maay a time and oft be praying. 
21. One day a certain perſon was diſcourſi 
with him about the nature, offices, and excellenc 
of Chriſt, and that he alone can ſatisfy for o 
fins, and merit everlaſting life for us, and abt 


other of the great myſteries of redemption ; 


ſeemed ſavingly to underſtand them, and / 


greatly delighted with the diſcourſe. FF 


22. One ſpeaking concerning thereſurreQtion , 


the body, he did acknowledge it; but that t 


ſame weak body, that was buried in the churdſp. 

yard, ſhonld be raiſed again, he thought ve | 
ſtrange ; but with admiration yielded that nothuſhe: 
was iu poſſi ble to God: and that very day he ite 
taken ſick unto death. | 952 ec 
23. A friend f his aſked him whether he wein 
willing to die when he was firſt taken ſick; he ing 
ſwered, no; becauſe he was afraid of his ſtate ashi 
another world : Why, child, ſaid the other, ti 


didſt pray for a new heart, for à humble and he 


fii.cere heart, and I have heard thee; didſt tha 
not pray with tay heart? I hope I did, ſaid he 
24. Not long after, the ſame perſon aſked hi 

again whether he were willing todie ? he anſwe 


ed, Now | am willing; for I ſhall go to Crit t 


25. 
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25, One aſked him what would become of his 
Miſter, if he ſhould die and leave her? He anſwer- 
{, the will of the Lord muſt be done. 


ied it with a great deal of ſweetneſs and patience, 
aiting for his change; and at laſt did chearſully 


ommit his ſpirit unto the Lord, calling upon his 
afame; and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, Lord Jeſus | Jn 
tt hoſe boſom he ſweetly ſlept, dying, as I remem- 


der, when he was about ſix years old. of 
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EXAMPLE III. 


Or a little girl that was wrought upon ewhen fr was 
betwween four and five years old, with ſome account 
of her holy life aud triumphant death, 


' M4* Y A. when ſhe was between four and 
; five years old, was greatly affected in 
"Wearing the word of God, and became very ſoli- 
Witous about her ſoul and everlaſting condition, 


1 another world, aſking many queſtions concern» 
Ing God and Chriſt, and her own ſoul. So that 
e asWhis little Mary, before ſhe was full five years old, 
emed to mind the one thing needful and to 


Dany a time and oft with tears. 


d he 2. She was wont to be much in ſecret duty, and 
d limany times came off from her knees with tears. 
nf 3. She would chooſe ſuch times and places for 


ecret duty as might render her leſs obſerved by 
V bothers, 


* 


26. He ſtill grew weaker and weaker, but car- 


eeping bitterly to think what would become of her 


hooſe the better part, and ſat at the feet of Chriſt 


of her brothers 
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others, and did endeavour what ſhe poſſibly could 
to conceal what ſhe was doing when ſhe was en 
gaged in ſecret duty, 5 1 

4. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, and of 


Gong any thing to beſeen of men, and to get com. 


mendation and praiſe; and, when ſhe had heard on 
Loving that he had been by himſel 
at prayer, ſhe rebuked him ſharply, and told hin 
how little ſuch prayers were like to profit him, and 
that it was little to his praiſe to pray like a hypo 
crite, and to be glad that any thould know wha 
he had been doing. « 
5. Her mother being full of ſorrow after the 


death of her huſband, this child came to her mo. 


ther, and aſked her why ſhe wept ſo exceedingly? 


Her mother anſwered, ſhe had cauſe enough to 
weep, becauſe her father was dead, No, dear mo- 
ther, ſaid the child, you have no occaſion to weep 


fo much, for God is a good God {till to you. 


6. She was adear lover of faithful miniſters. One 


time, after ſhe had been hearing Mr. J/hitaker, 


ſhe ſaid, I love that man dearly for the ſwee 
words that he ſpeaks concerning Chriſt, 

7. Her book was her delight, and what ſhe gid 
read ſhe loved to make her own, and cared no 


for paſſing over what ſhe learned without extraor- 
dinary obſervations and underſtanding: and man) 
times ſhe was ſo ſtrangely affected in reading of tho 
_ Scripture, that ſhe would burſt into tears, and 

would hardly be pacified; ſo greatly was ſhe taken 


with Chriſt's ſufferings, the zeal of God's ſervants, 
and the danger of a natural tate, _ 

8. She would complain oftentimes of the cor- 
ruption of her nature, of the hardneſs of he 
heart, that ſhe could repent no more thoroughly 

and be no more humbled and grieved for her fin: 
8 again 
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uld] asgainſt a good God; and, when ſhedid thus com- 
en plain, it was with abundance of tears. 

I © 9. She was greatly concerned for the ſouls of o- 
| off thers, and grieved to think of the miſerable con- 
zm.f dition that they were in upon this account. When 
ſhe could handſomely, ſhewouldbe putting in ſome. 
thing concerning Chriſt; but,aboveall,ſhe would 
do what ſhe could to draw the hearts of her bre- 
thren and ſiſters after Chriſt ; and there were no 
ſmall hopes that her example and good counſel did 
prevail with ſome of them, when they were very _ 
young, to get into cornersto pray, andtoaſk very 
FJ gracious queſtions about the things of God. | 

10. She was very conſcientious in keeping the 
ſabbath, ſpending the whole time either in reading 
or praying, or learning her catechiſm, or teaching 
her brethren and ſiſters. One time, when ſhe was 
left at home upon the Lord's day, ſhe got ſome 
other little children together, with her brothers and 
Ineſ ſiſters, and, inſtead of playing, as other naughty 
ger children uſed to do, ſne told them that that was the 
veel Lord's day, and that they ought to remember that 

day to keep it holy; and then ſhe told them how 

did it was to be ſpent in religious exerciſes all the day 
no long; except ſo much as was to be taken up in the 
20t- woke of neceſſity and mercy; then ſhe prayed with 
any] them herfelf, and, among other things, begged 
the that the Lord would give grace and wiſdom to 
and} thoſe little children, that they might know how to 
ken ſerve him: as one of thoſe little ones in the com- 
nts, pany with her told afterwards, - . 
| 11. She was a child of great tenderneſs and 
cor-· compaſſion to all, full of bowels of pity. Whom 
her ſhe could not help ſhe would be ready to weep 

hiy over; eſpecially, if ſhe faw her mother at any tin.e 
fin e troub'ed, 
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troubled, ſhe would quickly make her ſorrrows 


her own, and weep for her. | 
12. When her mother had been ſomewhat ſoli- 

citous about any worldly thing, ſhe would, if ſhe 

could poſſibly, put her off from her care one way 


or other. One time ſhe told her, O mother, the 


grace of God is better than that (meaning ſome. 
thing her mother wanted.) I had rather have the 
grace and love of Chriſt than any thing in the world. 

13. This child was often muſing and buſied in 
the thoughts of her everlaſting work; witneſs that 
ſtrange queſtion, O what are they doing which are 


already in heaven? and ſhe ſeemed to be greatly 
deſirous to be among them that were praifing, 


loving, and delighting in, God, and ſerving him 
without ſin. Her language about ſpiritual matters 
made many excellent Chriſtians to ſtand amazed, 
as judging it ſcarce to be parallelled. 

14. She took great delight in reading of the 
Scripture, and ſome part of it was more ſweet to 


her than her appointed food: ſhe would get 


ſeveral choice ſcriptures by heart, and diſcourſe 
of them ſavourily, and apply them ſuitably, 

15. She was not altogether a ſtranger to other 
good books, but would be reading of them with 
much affection; and where ſhe might ſhe noted the 
books particularly obſerving what in the reading 
did moſt warm her heart, and ſhe was ready upon 
occaſion to improve it. Ty PE 

16 One time a woman, coming into the houſe 


in a great paſſion, ſpake of her condition, as if 


none were like hers, and it would never be other- 

wiſe; the child ſaid, it were a ſtrange thing to ſay, 

when it is night it will never be day again. 
17. At another time, a near relation of hers, 


being in ſome ſtraights, made ſome complaints, to 


whom 
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whom ſhe ſaid, I have heard Mr. Carter ſay, a 


man may go to heaven without a penny. in his 
purſe, but not without grace in his heart. 

18. She had an extraordinary love to the peo- 
ple of God; and, when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe 
thought feared the Lord, her heart would even 
leap for joy. . me 

19. She loved to be much by herſelf, and would 
be greatly grieved if ſhe were at any time deprived 
of a conveniency for ſecret duty; ſhe could not 
live without conſtant addreſs to God in ſecret, and 
was not a little pleafed when ſhe could go into a 
corner to pray and weep. | 

20. She was much in praiſing God, and ſeldom 
or never complained of any thing but fin. 

21. She continued in this courſe of praying to 
and praiſing God, and great dutifulneſs and ſweet- 
neſs to her parents, and thoſe that taught her any 
thing. She did greatly encourage her mother, 
while ſhe was a widow, and deſired that the ab- 
ſence of a huſband might, in ſome meaſure, be 
made up by the dutifulnefs and holineſs of a child. 
She ſtudied all the ways that could be to make 
her mother's life comfortable. 5 wt; 

22. When ſhe was between eleven and twelve 
years old, ſhe ſickened ; in which time ſhe carried 
1: with admirable patience,and did what ſhe could, 
with ſcripture arguments, to ſupport and encou- 
rage her relations to part with her, as ſhe was go- 
ing to glory, and to prepare themſelves to meet 
her in à bleſſed eternit hf 5 

23. She was not many days ſick before ſhe be- 
came dangerous, of which ſhe was ſenſible, and re- 
joĩced that ſhe was now going apace to Chriſt. She 
called to her friends, and ſaid, be not troubled, for 1 

| a 2 know _ 
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know IT am one of the Lord's own. One afked her 
how ſhe knew that? She anſwered, the Lord hath 
told me that J am one of is dear children. And 
thus ſhe ſpoke with a holy con dence in the Lord's 


love to her ſoul, and was not in the leaſt deunted 


when ſhe ſpoke of her death; but ſeemed. greatly 


delighted in the apprehenſon of her nearneſs to 


her Father's houſe. And it was not long before 
he was filled with joy unſpeakable in believing. 
24. When ſhe lay juſt dying, her mother came 
to her, and told her ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had 
reproved and corrected a good child io oft, O 
mother, faid ſhe, ſpeak not thus; I bleſs God, now 
1 am dying, for your reproofs and corrections too; 


for it may be I might have gone to hell, if it 


had not been for your reproofs and corrections. 
25, Some of her neighbours, coming to viſit her, 


aſked her if ſhe would leave them? She anſwer. 


ed them, if you ſerve the Lord you ſhall come 
after me to glory. | 
26. A littie before ſhe died ſhe had a great 


conflict with Satan, and cried out T am none of | 
his! Her mother, ſeeing her in trouble, aſked 
Her what was the matter ? She anſwered, Satan 
did trouble me, butnow, I thank God, all is well; 
I know I am none of his, but Chriſt's. 


27, After this, ſhe hada ſenſe of God's love, 
and a glorious fight, as if ſhe had ſeen the very 


| heavens open, and the angels come to receive her; 


by which her heart was filled with joy and her 


tongue with praiſe. _ 
28. Being deſired by the ſtanders-by, to give 


them a particular account of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe 


anſwered, you ſhall know hereafter. And fo, 
in an extacy of joy and holy triumph, ſhe went 
TP 1 5 


to 
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to heaven when ſhe was about twelve years old. 
Halleli Jab. 


EXAMPLE Iv. 


Of a child that began to look towards heaven when hs 
was about four years old, with ſome obJervable 
paſſages in her life and at her death, 


Certain little child, when ſhe was about 
four years old, had a conſcientious tenſe 
of her duty towards her parents, becauſe the com- 
mandment ſaith, Honour thy father and thy mother. 
And, though ſhe had little advan tage of education, 
ſhe carried ir with the greateſt reverence to her pa- 
rents imaginable, fo that ſhe was no {mall credit 
as well as comfort to them. 

2, It was an uſual thing for her to weep if ſhe 
ſaw her parents troubled, though herſelf had not 


1. 


been the occaſion of it. 


. When ſhe came from ſchool, ſhe would with 
grief and abhorrence ſay, that other children had 
finned againſt God by ſpeaking grievous words, 
which were fo bad that ſhe durtt not ſpeak them 
again. 

4. She would be oftentimes admiring of God's 
mercy for ſuch goodneſs to her rather than to 
others; that ſhe ſaw ſome begging, ohers blind, 
ſome crooked, and that ſhe wanted nothing that 


was good for her, | 
B4 5 She 
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5. She was many a time and often, in one place 
or other, in tears upon her knees. 

6. This poor little thing would be ready to coun- 
ſel orher little children, how they ought to ſerve 
God, and putting them upon getting by themſelve; 
to pray; and hath been $58. 6g when her friends 
have been abroad, to have been teaching children 


tio pray, eſpecially upon the Lord's day. 


7. She very ſeriouſly begged the prayers of o- 

thers, that they would remember her, that the 
Lord would give her grace. 
8. When thigchildiaw ſomethat were laughing, 
whom ſhe judged to be very wicked, ſhe told them 
that ſhe feared that they had little reaſon to be 
merry, They aſked whether one might nat 
laugh: She anſwered, No indeed, till you have 
grace ; they who are wicked have more need to 
ery than to laugh. 

9. She would ſay, that it was the duty of pa- 
rents, maſters, and miſtreſſes, to reprove thoſe 
under their charge for fin, or elſe God will meet 
with them. 

10. She would be very attentive when ſhe read 
the Scriptures, and be much affected with them. 

11. She would by no means be perſuaded to pro- 


fane the Lord's day, but would ſpend it in ſome 
good duties. | 
12. When ſhe went to ſchool, it was willingly 


and joyfully, and ſhe was very teachable, and ex- 
emplary to other children. 


13. When ſhe was taken ſick, one aſked her, 


Whether ſhe was willing to die? She anſwered, 
Ves, if God would pardon her ſins. Being aſked, 
how her fins ſnould be pardoned ? ſhe anfivered, 


| through the blood of Chriſt. 


14. She 
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14. She ſaid, ſhe did believe in Chriſt, and de- 
fired and longed to be with him, and did, with a 


great deal of chearfulneſs, give up her ſoul tohim. 


There were many very obſervable paſſages in 
the life and death of this child, but the hurry and 
grief that her friends were in buried them. 


| EXAMPLE V. | 
Of the pious life and joyful death of a child, who died 


 evhen he was about twelve years old. 


I CHARLES Bridgman had no ſooner learned 
to ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to prayer. 
We He was very prone to learn the things of 
* | e | 
3. He would be ſometimes teaching them their 
duty that waited upon him.. | 
4. He learned by heart many good things before 
he was well fit to go to ſchool; and, when he was 
ſent to ſchool, he carried it ſo, that all that obſer- 
ved him either did or might admire him. O! 
the ſweet nature, the good dipoſition, the ſincere 
eligion, which was in this child! 
5. When he was at ſchool, what was 1t that he 
denred to learn, but Chriſt, and him crucified ! 
6. So religious and ſavoury were his words, 
his actions ſo upright, his devotion ſo hearty, 
his fear of God ſo great, that many were ready to 
lay, as they did of John, What manner of child” 
all this be? 3 3 _ 
7 He would be much in reading the holy 
vcriptures, lee x 
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8. He was deſirous of more ſpiritual knowledge, 
and would be oft aſking very ſerious and admirable 
queſtions, t 

9. He would not ſtir out of doors before he had 
poured out his ſoul to the Lord. | 
10. When he ate any thing, he would be ſure 
to lift up his heart unto the Lord for a bleſſing 
upon it; and, when he had moderately refreſhed 
himſelf by eating, he would not forget to acknow- 
ledge God's goodneſs in feeding him. 

11. He would not lie down in his bed till he 
had been upon. his knees; and, when ſometimes 
he had forgotten his duty, he would quickly get 
out of his bed, and, kneeling down upon his 
bare knees, aſk God forgiveneſs of that ſin, 


12. He would rebuke his brethren if they were 


at any time too haſty at their meals, and did eat 
without aſking a bleſſing. His check was uſually 
this: Dare jou do thus? God be merciful to us, this 
bit of bread might choke us. 22 


13. His ſentences were wiſe and weighty, and 


might well become ſome ancient Chriſtian. 
14. His ſickneſs was a lingering diſeaſe, againſt 
which, to comfort him, one tells him of poſſeſſions 
that muſt fall to his portion. And what are they? 
ſaid he; 1 had rather have the kingdom of heaven 
than a thoujand ſuch inheritances, „ 
15. When he was ſick he ſeemed much taken 


up with heaven, and aſked very ſerious queſtions 


about the nature of his ſoul. ite 

16. After he was pretty well ſatished about 
that, he enquired how his ſoul might be ſaved; 
the anſwer being made, by the applying of Chriſt's 
merits by faich, he was pleaſed with the anſwer, 
and was ready to give any one that ſhould deſire 
it an account of his hope, 


17. Being 


1 
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17. Being aſked whether he had rather live or 
die? he anſwered: I defire die, that I may goto 
my Saviour, 

18. His pains increaſing upon him, one aſked 
him, whether he would rather ſtill endure thoſe 
pains or forſake Chriſt? Alas, ſaid he, I know 
not what to ſay, being achild; for thoſe pains may 


ſtagger a ſtrong man, but 1 Ait ftrive to endure 


the beſt that I can. Upon this he called to mind 
that martyr, Thomas Binley, who, being in priſon, 
the night before his burning, put his finger into 
the candle, to know how he could endure the 
fire. O, ſaid the child, had I lived then, Twwould 
_ run through the fire to have gone to Chriſt, 


. His ſickneſs laſted | long, and, atleaſt three 


avi before his death, he propheſied his departure, 


and not only that he mult die, but the very day. 
On the Lord's day, ſaid he, /ock to met neither was 
this a word of courſe, which you may guts by 
his often' repetition, every day aſking, till the 
day came indeed, What, is Sunday come? At laſt 
the looked-for day came on; and, no ſooner had 
the ſun beaatified that morning with its 1 ght, but 
he falls into a trance: his eyes were fixcu, his face 
chearful, his lips ſmiling, his hands and face 
claſped in a bow, as if he would have received 
ſome bleſſed angel that was at hand to receive his 
ſoul. But he comes to himſelf, end tells chem 
how he ſaw the ſweeteſt body that ever eyes be- 
held, who bid him be of good chear, for he m uſt 
preſently go with him 
20. One that ſtood near him, as now { uſp-cting 
the time of his diſſolution nigh, bade him lay: 
Lord, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, which 
18 thy due; for why ? thou hat redeemed it 
0 Lord my God moſt true! | ö 
B 6 21. 
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21. The laſt words which he ſpake were ex. 


actly theſe ; Pray, . pray, nay yet pray; and 


the more prayers the 


etter all projpers : God is th 
beſt phyſician; into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, 


© Lord Jeſus, receive my foul! Now cloje min 


eres: forgive me father, mother, brother, fiſter, 


all the world! Now J am avell; my pain is alma 
gone, my joy is at hand, Lord, have mercy upon 


me! O Lord, receive my ſoul unto thee! And 
thus he yielded his ſpirit up unto the Lord, when 


he was about twelve years old. 


This narrative was taken out of Mr. Ambroſe': 


Life's Leaſe. 


EXAMPLE VI. 
Of a poor child that was awakened when be was 
8 about five years old. 


\ Certain very poor child, that had. a very 


I 
bad father, but it was to be hoped a very 
good mother, was, by the providence of God, 


brought to the ſight of a godly friend of mine, 


who, upon the firſt ſight of the child, had a great 


pity for him, and took an affection to him, and 
had a mind to bring him up for Chhriſt. 

2. At firſt, he did with great ſweetneſs and 
kindneſs allure the child ; by which means it was 
not long before he got adeep intereſt in the heart 
of the child, and he began to obey him with more 


readineſs than children uſually do their parents. 


3- By this a door was opened for a farther work, 


and he had a greater advantage to inſtil ſpiritual 


principles 
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ex. principles into the ſou! of the child, which be was 
nu not wanting in, as the Lord gave opportunity, 
th and the child was capable of. 3 
11. 4. It was not long before the Lord was pleaſed 
ine] to ſtrike in with the ſpiritual exhortations of this 
er, good man, ſo that the child was brought to a 
20% f liking of the things of God. 
oſt 5. He quickly learned great part of the aſſem- 
ndl bly's catechiſm by hearr, and that before he could 
zen read his primer within book; and he took a great 
delight in learning his catechiſm. 
en 6. He was not only able to give avery good ac- 
count of his catechiſm, but he would anſwer ſuch 
queſtions as are not in the catechiſm with greater 
underſtanding than could be expected from one 
— of his age. | | . 

7. He took great delight in di ſcourſing about the 
things of God; and, when my friend had been 
either praying or reading, expounding or repeat- 

ling of ſermons, he ſeemed very attentive, and ready 
to receive the truths of God, and would, with in- 
[credible gravity , diligence, and affection, wait till 
ery duties were ended, to the no ſmall joy and admi- 
ery ſation of them which obſerved him, 11 8 
od, 8. He would aſk very excellent queſtions, and 
ne, ſKiſcourſe about the condition of his ſoul and hea- 
eat yenly things, and ſeemed mightily concerned what 
ould become of his ſoul when he ſhould die: fo 
hat his diſcourſe made ſome Chriſtians even to 
and aſtoniſhed. 5 

9. He was greatly taken with the great kindneſs 
f Chriſt in dying for finners, and would be in 
ore ſears at the mention of them; and ſeemed at a 
ts. range rate to be affected with the unſpeakable 
rk, gove of Chriſt, 1 | OT 


10. When 
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10. When no body had been ſpeaking to hin 
he would burſt out into tears; and, being aſke 
the reaſon, he would ſay, that the very thought 
of Chriſt's love to ſinners, in ſuffering for then{ie 
made him that he could not but cry, — 

ri: Before he was fix years old, he made cosa 
fcience of ſecret duty; and, when he prayed, | 
was with ſuch extraordinary meltings, that his ey 
have looked red and ſore with weeping by himſelÞ 
for his fins. N . | 

12. He would be putting of Chriſtians upajſſec 
ſpiritual diſcourſe when he faw them, and ſeeme] - 
little ſatisfied unleſs they were talking of goo 
things. | „ | 
13. It isevident that this poor child's thought 
were very much buſied about the things of anotheſ 
world, for he would oftentimes be ſpeaking to hi 
bedfellow, at midnight, about the matters of hi 
ſoul ; and, when he could not ſleep, he would take 
heavenly conference to be ſweeter than his ap 
pointed reſt, This was his uſualcuſtom, and thu 
he would provoke and put forward an experienceq́;. 
Chriſtian to ſpend waking hours in talk of Got 
and the everlaſting reſt. e | 

14. Not long after this, his good mother died 
which went very near his heart, for he great 
| honoured his mother. 

15. After the death of his mother, he woul 
often repeat ſome of the promiſes that are mad 
unto fatherleſs children, eſpecially that in Exo 
Kxii. 22. Ye ſhall mt aſftict any widow, or the fa 
therleſs child; Lear afflit them in any wiſe, ani 
| they cry at all unto me, I will ſurely hear thei 
try, — Theſe werds he would often repeat witl 
tears, and ſay, I am fatherlets and motherlet 
upon earth, yet, if any wrong me, I have * 

| 5 . they 
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Under in heaven who will take my part; to him [- 
ſcelcommit myſelf, and in him is all my truſt. 

gb 10. Thus he continued in a courſe of holy du- 
\enſties, living in the fear of God, and ſhewed won 
derful grace for a child, and died ſweetly in the: 
confaith of Jeſus. 

1, i My friend is 2 judicious Chriſtian of many years 
eyeExperience, who was no ways related to him, but 
nſel l conſtant eye and ear witneſs of his godly life, 

ad honourable and chearful death, from whom 15 
apo! eceived this information 
me 
p00 
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ght EXAMPLE VII 
Ithe! | 
o hi / arnoterious wicked child, that nas taken up from 
f bil begging, and aumirably converted; with an account 


tak: of his holy liſe and Joyful death wie 5 Was nine. 
ap. years old. 
thy! 


nee. A Ver oenchild; of the pariſh of Nb 
Go A ton-Butts, came begging to the door of a 
ear chriſtian friend of mine, in a moſt lamenta- 
diedple condition ; but it pleaſed God to raiſe, in the 
eat\ſeart of my friend, a a great pity and tenderneſs 
wards this poor child, ſo that, in charity, he 
oulſ ck him outof the ſtreets, whoſe parents were un 
madYnown, who had nothing at all in him to com- 
Exol'-nd him to any one's charity but his miſery, 
he fall friend, eying the glory of God, and the 
ood of the immortal ſoul of this wretched crea- 
re, diſcharged the parifh of the child, and took 
im as his own, deſigning to bring him up in the 
erleſſfar of the Lord. A noble piece of charity ! And 
a FaÞ\at. which did make the kindneſs far the greater 
they was 
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was, that there ſeemed to be very little hopes off 


doing any good upon this child, for he was avery' 


monſter of wickedneſs, and a thouſand times more 


miſerable and vile by his fin than by his poverty, 
He was running to hell as ſoon as hecould go, and 


was old in naughtineſs when he was young inm 
years; and one ſhall ſcarce hear of one ſo like the 


devil in his infancy as this poor child was. What 
fin was there (that his age was capable of) that he 


did not commit? What by the corruption of his 
nature, and the abominable example of little beg · i 


gar-boys, he was arrived at a ſtrange pitch of im- 
piety. He would call filthy names, take God's 
name in vain, curſe and ſwear, and do almoſt all 
kind of miichief; and, as to any thing of God 
worle than a heathen. | | 

2. But this fin and mifery was but a ſtronger 
motive to that gracious man to-pity him, and tc 
do all that poſſibly he could to pluck this fire-brand 


out of the fire; and it was not long before the Lordi 
was pleated to let him under ſtand, that he had a de- 
ſign of everlaſting kindnets upon the ſoul of this 
poor child: for, no ſooner had this good man taken 


this creature into his houſe, but te prays for him 


and labours with all his might to convince him of 
is miſerable condition by nature, and to teach him 


ſomething of God, the worth of his foul, and tha 


eternity of glory or miſery that he was born to; 


and, bleſſed be free grace, it was not long befor 


the Lord, was pleaſed to ſhew him, that it wi 
himſelf. which did put it into his heart to take ii 


this child, chat he might bring him up for Chris. 
The Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly inftruc 
tions, ſo that an amazing change was ſeen it 
the child in a few weeks ſpace ; he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the evil of his ways; no more news no- | 
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Pf his calling of names, ſwearing, or curſing ; no 
of more taking of the Lord's name in vain ; now he 
TY s civil and reſpectful; and ſuch a ſtrange alteration 
re was wroaght in the child, that all the pariſh, that 
ty. Fang of his villany before, was now ready to talk 
ndſpf his reformation. His company, his talk, his 
 MEmployment, is now changed, and he is like ano- 
theFhet creature; ſo that the glory of God's free grace 
hatpegan already to ſhine in him. BE 

| he 3- And this change was not only an external one, 
huÞnd to be diſcerned abroad ; but he would get by 
eg: pimſelf, and weep and mourn bitterly for his hor- 
im- fibly- wicked life, as might eaſily be perceived by 
)d"8ſhem that lived in the houſe with him. | 
all 4. It was the great care of his godly maſter to 
rod frike in with thoſe convictions which the Lord had 
Wade, and to improve them all he could; and he 
agerſpas not a little glad to ſee his labour was not in 
d tOffain in the Lord: he ſtill experiences that the Lord 
andoth carry on his own work mightily upon the 
.ordfleart of the child; he is ſtill more and more bro- 
a de- en under a ſenſe of his undone ſtate by nature; 
thisffe is often in tears, and bemoaning his loſt and mĩ- 
akenBrable condition. When his maſter did ſpeak 
him the things of God, he liſtened earneſtly, and took 
m of with much delight and affection what he was 
hingught. Seldom was there any diſcourſe about ſoul- 
| thiYfatters, in his hearing, but he heard as if it were 
1 tor his life, and would weep greatly. | | 
eforfic. He would, after his maſter had been ſpeak- 
waz to him or others of the things of God, go to 
ke 1 a and queſtion with him aboet them, and beg 
brit him to inſtruct and teach him farther, and to tell 
true n thoſe things again, that he might remember 
en ud underſtand them better. 

cone. Thus he continued ſeeking after the know- 
no | 125 | | x ledge 
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ledge of God and Chriſt, and practiſing holy di i 
ties, till the fickneſs came into the houſe wit 5 
which the child was ſmitten: at his firſt ſickening 
the poor child was greatly amazed and afraid, and 
though his pains were great, and his diſtemper ve 
tedious, yet the ſenſe of his fin, and the thoug 
of the miſerable condition that he feared his ſo 
was ſti]! in, made his trouble ten times greater; 
was in grievous agontes of ſpirit, and his formt 
fins ſtared him in the face, and made him tremb| 
the poiſon of God's arrows did even drink up h 
ſpirit; the ſenſe of ſin and wrath was ſo great, tb 
he could not tell what in the world to do; d 
weight of God's diſpleaſure, and the thoughts 
Iyiug under it to all eternity, did even break hi 
to pieces, and he did cry out very bitterly wh 
ſhould he do! He was a miſerable ſinner, and! 
feared that he ſhould go to hell; his ſins had bet 
ſo great and ſo many, that there were no hopes 
him. He was not by far ſo much concerned 
his life as for his ſoul ; what would become of t 
for ever! Now the plague upon his body feen 
nothing to that which was in his ſoul, 
F. But, in this great diſtreſs, the Lord was pleat 
to ſend one to take care of his ſoul, who urged 
him the great and precious promiſes which we 
made to one in his condition; telling him, that tht 
was enough in Chriſt for the chiefeſt of ſinners, a 
that he came to ſeek and ſave ſuch a loſt creature 
he was. But this poor child found it a very diffi 
thing for him to believe that there was any me 
for ſuch a dreadful ſinner as he had been. 
8. He was heard to cry out of himſelf, not o 
for his ſwearing and lying, and other outwarl 
notorious fins ; but he was in great horror fort 
An of his nature, for the vileneſs of his heart, 
orig 
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iginal corruption under it; he was in fo great 
vüpguiſn, that the trouble of his ſpirit made him, in 
mut great meaſure, to forget the pains of his body. 
*"J 9g. He did very particularly confeſs and bewail 
TVC'S: fins with tears; and ſome fins ſo ſecret, that 
bud Þne in the world could charge him with. 
10. He would condemn himſelf for fin, as de- 
rving to have no mercy, thought that there was 
ta greater ſinner in all Londen than himſelf, and 
abhorred himſelf as the vileſt creature he knew, 
up 11. He did not only pray much with ſtrong 
„ Yes and rears himſelf, but he begged the prayers 
3 "FChriſtizns for him. . 
hts 
k hi 
7 wh 


1%] 
orme 


12. He would aſk Chriſtians, whether they 
ought there were any hopes for him, and would 
1 l of them to deal plainly with him, for he was 
* atly afraid of being deceived. 3 
z. Being informed how willing and ready the 
Pes rd Jeſus was to accept of poor ſinners. 1 7 
c ir repentance and turning, and being counſelled 
5 venture himſelf upon Chriſt for mercy and ſalva- 
cem, he ſaid he would fain caſt himſelf upon Chriſt, 
the could not but wonder how Chriſt ſhould be 
A ling to die for ſuch a vile wretch as he was; 
Sea he found it one of the hardeſt things in the 
h 1 Id to believe. | 5 | 
ar Fiz. but, at laſt, it pleaſed the Lord to give him 


T5, "Fic ſmall hopes that, there might be mercy for 
= n, for he had been the chiefeſt of ſinners; and 


was made to lay a little hold upon ſuch promiſes 
this, Come unto me, all Je that are weary, and 
ry laden, and I will give you reſt. But, oh ! ho- 
1th this poor boy admire and | bleſs God for the 
auß hopes! how highly did he advance the free and 
F for JF grace that ſhould pity and pardon him! and, 
4 lat, he was full of praiſe and admiring of God, 
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glory of God be it ſpoken, the houſe at chat dpi 
ſo full of joy and praiſe. 


_ himſelf by was a toad. 


neſtly, more ſpiritually, than ever. O how eagaſſ 
and that the King of Kings and Lord of Lon 
that was over heaven, earth, and ſea, would] 
was with ſo much life and fervour of ſpirit, ast 
lency of Chriſt, and ſuch longings and breathun 
of his ſoul after him, that, when mention had bi 


out of his bed for joy. 


bear his yoke and be obedient unto his laws, 1 


ſo that, (to ſpeak in the words of a good man ix 
was an eye and ear witneſs,) to the praiſe aþv« 


or all the ſickneſs in it, was a little lower heave 


15. Thechild grew exceedingly in knowledyl 
experience, patience, humility, and felf-abh 
rence, and he thought he could never ſpeak h 
enough of himſelf: the name that he would q; 

16. And, though he prayed before, yet nowiic 
Lord poured out upon him the ſpirit of prayer 
an extraordinary manner for one of has age, 
that now he prayed more frequently, more eq! 


would he beg to bewaſhed in the blood of Jeſu) 


don and forgive him all his fins, and receive 
foul into his kingdom. And what he ſpoke, 


it filled the hearers with aſtoniſhment and joy, 
17. He had no ſmall ſenſe of the uſe and exc 


made of Chriſt, he hath been ready almoſt to | 


18. When he was told, that, if he ſhould ret 
ver, he muſt not live as he liſt, but he muſt g 
up himſelf to Chriſt, and be his child and ſery; 


live a holy life, and take his croſs, and ſuffer mod 
ing and reproach, it may be perſecution, for! 
name's fake: Now, child, (faid one to hin 
are you willing to have Chriſt upon ſuch ern! 
he ſignifled his willingneſs by the earneſtnels of e 


c 
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n tik and words, and the caſting up of his eyes to 
ſe aþven ; ſaying, yes, with all my ſoul, the Lord 
t dafſping me, I will do this | 
each. Vet he had many doubts and fears; and was 


ede willing, yet Chriſt he feared was not willing 
abhÞccept him, becauſe of the greatneſs of his fin : 
ak his hopes were greater than his fears. | 
14 . The V dneſday be fore he died, the child lay 


it were in a trance for about half an hour, in 
,owlich time he thought he ſaw a viſion of angels: 
ayerſſſea he was out of his trance, he was a little un- 
ige, fy, and aſked his nurſewhy ſhe did not let him 
re eff? Gowhither, child, ſaid ſhe ? Why along with 
eageſſſe brave gentlemen, ſaid he; but they told me 
f Teſaſty would come and fetch me away, for all you, on 
Lon day next. And he doubled his words many times, 
11d n Friday next thoſe brave gentlemen will come 
-ivelme; and upon that day the child died joy fully. 
oke, EI. He was very thankful to his maſter, and 
as ty ſenſible of his great kindneſs in taking him 
| joy out of the ſtreets when he was begging, and 
d exeJadmired at the goodneſs of God, which put it 
athinſo the mind of a ſtranger to look upon, and to 
ad be ſuch fatherly care of, ſuch a pitiful, ſorry, 
to lature as he was. O my dear maſter, ſaid he, I 
Ne to ſee you in heaven, for J am ſure you will 
1d reſthither. O bleſſed, bleſſed, be God, that made 
uſt oÞ to take pity upon me: for might have died, 
ſervi have gone to the devil, and have been damned 
ws, Never, if it had not been for you! 
rmoÞ2. The Thur/day before he died, he aſked a 
for godly friend of mine what he thought of his 
» hinÞdition, and whither his ſoul was now going? 
;ermſſ] he ſaid he could not ſtill but fear leſt he ſhould 
s of eve himſelf with falſe hopes; at which my friend 
1 5 gs | ſpoke 


rand anon harping upon that, that, though he 


34 2 A Token, c. | 
ſpoke to him thus: Child, for all that I havee 
deavoured to hold forth the grace of God in Ch 
to thy ſoul, and give you a warrant, from the we 
of God, that Chriſt 1s as freely offered to you 
to any ſinner in the world; if thou art but willi 
to accept of him, thou mayſt have Chriſt and: 
that thou doſt want with him; and yet thou gin 
way to theſe thy doubtings and fears, as though 
told thee nothing but lies: thou ſayſt thou fear 
that Chriſt will not accept of thee, I fear thou: 
not heartily willing to accept of him. The ch 
anſwered, Indeed, Iam. Why then, child, if th 
art unfeignedly willing to have Chrift, I tell th 
he is a thouſand times more willing to have the 
and waſh thee, and fave thee, than thou art to de 
it. And now at this time Chriſt offers himſelf free 
to thee again; therefore receive him humbly! 
faith into thy heart, and bid him welcome, 
he deſerveth it. Upon which words the Lord d 
covered his love to the child, and he pave a ki 
of leap in his bed, and ſnapped his fingef a 
thumb together with abundance of joy, as mit 
as to ſay, well, yea all is well, the match is mad 
Chriſt is willing and I am willing too, and nt 
Chriſt is mine and J am his for ever! And, fro 
that time forward, in full joy and afſurance( 
God's love, he continued earneſtly praiſing G0 
with deſiring to die, and be with Chriſt. 4 
on Friday morning he ſweetly went to reſt, ui 
that very expreſſion, Into thy hands, Lord, I c. 
mit my jpirit, He died punctually at that ti 
which he had ſpoken of, and in which he expett 
thoſe angels to come to him. He was not mul 
above nine years old when he died, . 
This narrative I had from a judicious holy ma 
unrelated to him, Who was an eye and ear witneÞ' 
to all theſe things. 1 4.64 -. 
The END of the FIRST PART. 
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CnRISTIAN READER, 4255 
N the former part of my Token for Children, 
I did in part promiſe, that, if that piece met 
'with kindentertainment, it might be follow- 
d with a ſecond of the ſame nature. If it did not 
ſem a little to ſavour of vanity, I might tell the 
orld what encouragement I have met with in 
this work; but this I will only ſay, that I have 
met with ſo much as hath made me give this 
little book leave to go abroad into the world. 1 
am not alſo ignorant what diſeouragement I may 
meet with from ſome; but, as long as I am ſure 
[ ſhalt not meet with this, that it is improbable, 
fnot impoſſible, that it ſhould {ave 4 ſoul, I 
hink the reſt may eaſily be anſwered or warranta- 
ly -ſlighted. But becauſe 1 am periuaded, by 
ome; that ohe example in the former, vx. that 
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They who make this objection are either good a 
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To the Reader: 


of a child that began to be ſerious between tuftil 


and three years old, was ſcarce credible, and the 
did fear might ſomewhat prejudice the authorit 
of the reſt, I ſhall ſay ſomething to anfwer the 


bad. If bad, I never expect to ſatisfy them, ef 
cept I ſhould tell them of a romance or play, « 
ſomewhat that might ſuit a carnal mind; it; 
like holineſs in older perſons, it is a matterq 
contempt and ſcorn to them, much more! 
ſuch as theſe I mention. The truth of it is, iti 
no wonder at all to me, that the ſubjeas of Sat: 
mould not be very well pleaſed with that whe 
delign is to undermine the intereſt of their greg“ 
maſter. Nothing will iatisfy ſome, except Chr t 
and holineſs may be degraded and vilified, Bi 
hold, ſinner, hold, never hope it; heaven ſhi* 
never be turned into hell for thy ſake ; and, as f 
all thy atheiſtical objections, ſcoffs, and jeer 
they ſhall ere long be fully anſwered, and i 
hoſannas and hallelujahs of theſe babes ſuife 
condemn thine oaths, blaſphemies, and jeers, at 


then thou wilt be ſilenced; and, except convertinſ®© 


grace turn thy heart quickly, thou wilt for en tl 
rue thy madneſs and folly when it is too late“ 
remedy it, To 5 1 


But, if the perſons that make this objection a 
godly, queſtion not but hat I may give th 1 


reaſonable ſatisfaction. 


Firſt, conſider who it is that I had this exam 
from. It was one Mrs. Ferries, in Long lane, | 
Mar: Magdalen Bermond ey purih, in the cou 
of Sur, A We an 0 inutilomenin the church} 

Chhriit, for he: Xen. ph piety, wildom, ex 
rience, and lingua watchfulnels over every pu 
| | U 
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To the Reader. 


tilio that ſhe ſpeaks, that I queſtion not bat that 
her name is precious to molt of the miniſters of 
London, at leait in the Borough ; and, as a reverend 
divine ſaid, ſuch a mother in /7-ael, that her ſingle 
od tcftimony, about London, is of as much authority 
1, ellalmoſt as any ſingle miniſter's; and, having ſince 
Y, 0 diſcourſed this matter with her, ſhe calls God to 
” i vitnel(s, that the hath ſpoken nothing but truth; 
ter! only in this ſhe failed, in that ſhe ſpoke not by 
re far ſo much as ſhe might have done concerning 
„ ülchat ſweet babe, 1 might add, that have, fince 
Jatzlchat, ſeen a godly gentleman out of the country, 
Wholchat "id proteſt to me, that he had ſeen as much 
_ that in a little one of the ſame age, who ſince 
Chilchat time I hear went ſweetly to heaven. Doth 
Inot che reverend Mr. Clark, in his works, quote 
1 haz child of two years old that looked towards 
as fRheaven? Doth not credible hiſtory acquaint us 
jee with a martyr at ſeven years old, who was whip- 
nd üped almoſt to death, and never ſhed one tear, nor 
complained ; and at laſt his head was ſtruck off! 
s, afl do not ſpeak of theſe as common matters, but 
ertulrecord them among thoſe ſtupendous acts of him 
r en chat can as caſily work wonders as not. What is 
late too hard for the Almighty ? Hath God ſaid he 
ill work no more wonders? I think moſt of God's 
works, in the buſineis of converfion, call for ad- 
miration ; and J believe that ſilence, ot rather 
praiſe, would better become ſaints, than queſtion- 
ing the truth of ſuch things, eſpecially where an 
apparent injury is thereby done to the intereſt 
of Chriſt, the honour of God's grace, and the re- 
putation of ſo eminent a ſaint. I judge this ſuffi- 
tent to ſatisfy moſt; as for others, I trouble not 
myſelf: if 1 may but promote the intereſt of 
Chriſt and the good of ſouls, and give ap my 
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To the Reaaer. 


account with j joy, it is enough. That the I. o 
would bleſs my endeavours to theſe ends, I be 
the prayers of all ſaints, and yours alſo, ſwe 
cnildren, that fear the Lord. And that parenf 
and maſters would aſſiſt me with their warm aj 
- plication of theſe things, and that their childr 
May be their crown me their joy, 15 the prayer ( 
that deſires to love Erin and little childre 
cearly, 
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TXAMPLE Vii 
a child that was wery ſerious at four years old, 
with an account of his comfortable death when he 
was twelve years and three weeks old, 


OHN SUDLOYF was born of religious 
parents in the county of Midaleſex, whoſe 
reat care was to inſtil ipiritual principles into him 
s ſoon as he was capable of underſtanding them: 

\ Whoſe endeavours the Lord was pleaſed to crown 
ith the deſired ſucceſs: ſo that (to uſe the expreſ- 
on of a holy man concerning him) ſcarce more 
ould be expected or deſired from ſo little a one. 

2. When he was ſcarce able to ſpeak plain, he 
emed to have a very great awe and reverence of 
od upon his ſpirit, and a ftrange ſenſe of th: 
ings of another world, as might eaſily be per- 
ved by thoſe ſerious and admirable queſtions 
hich he would beoften aſking of thoſe Chriſtians 
at he thought he might be bold with. 

3. The firſt thing that did moſt affect him, and 
ake him endeavour to eſcape from the wrath to 
ome, and to enquire what he ſhould do to be 
aved, was thedeath of a little brother. When he 
aw him without breath, and not able to ſpeak or 


C 3 | ſtir, 


* 


* e eee 
tir, and, when carried out of doors, and put into 8. 
pit-hole, he was greatly concerned, and aſked ſur. IP 
priſing queſtions about him; but that, which wa 
moſt affecting to himſelf and others, was, whether 
he muſt die too! which being anſwered, it made 
ſuch a deep impreſſion upon him, that, from tha, 
time forward, he was exceeding ſerious; and thiſ“ 
was when he was about four years old. 

4. Now he was deſirous to know what he mightdy : 
| that he might live in another world; what he mulſf'S"' 
avoid, that he might not die for ever: being in 
 Fru&-d by his godly parents, he ſoon labours to a. 
void Whatſoever might diſpleaſe Ged : now tell him 
that any thing was ſinful, and that God would nei 10 
have him to do it, and he is eaßly kept from it feour 
even at this time of day, the apprehenſions of God, 
and death, andeternity, laid ſuch a reſtraint upon his c 
him, that hewould not, for a world, have told a lie, all tc 
5. He quickly learned to read exactly, and too 
ſuch pleaſure in reading the Scriptures, and his thou 
catechiſm, and other good books, that it is ſcarcefe det 
to be parallelled. He would naturally run to hy wha] 
book without bidding; when he came home fronſſom 
ſchool, and when other children of his age and ac. and 
quaintance were playing, he reckoned it his re. $ 
creation to be doing that which is good. 

6. When he was in coats he would be aſking his}? 
maid ſerious queſtions, and praying her to teach! 
him his catechiſm, or Scriptures, or ſome good! 
thing; common diſcourſe he took no delight in, Pre 
but did moit eagerly deſire to be ſucking in the but 
knowledge of the things of God, Chriſt, h1s ſoul, fat 
and another world. e 

7, He was greatly taken with the reading of 
the hook of Martyrs, and would be ready to leave wh 
his dinner to go to his book. 


8, He 


for Children. . 


8. He was exceeding careful of redeemingoand 
mproving time; ſcarce a moment of it but he 
ould give an excellent account of the expence of 
t; ſo that this child might have taught older per- 
ons, and will queſtionleſs condemn their idle and 
naccountable waſting of thoſe precious hours, in 
which they ſhould, as this ſweet child, have been 
aying in proviſion for eternity. 
9. He could not endure to read any thing over. 
lightly, but, whatſoever he read, hedwelt upon it, 
laboured to underſtand it thoroughly and remem- 
her it; what he could not underſtand, he would 
oft aſk his fatheror mother the meaning of. 
fl 10. When any Chriſtian friends have been diſ- 
Jcourſing with his father, if they began to talk any 
thing about religion, to be ſure they ſhould have 
his company, and of hisown accord he would leave 
all to hear any thing of Chriſt, and crept as cloſe 
to them as he could, and liſtened as affectionately, 
4 28 it were for an hour or two. He was ſcarce 
ſever known to expreſs the leaſt token of wearineſs 
ulwhile he was hearing any thing that was good; and, 
n{ſometimes when neighbours children would come 
. and call him out, andentice him, and beg of him 
e. to go with them, he could by no means be perſua- 
ded, though he might have had the leave of his pa- 
iz Jrents, if he had any hopes that any good _ 
would come to his father's houſe. 
dj 11. He was very modeſt whilſt any ſtranger was 
\ preſent, and was lothe to aſk them any queſtions; 
| put, as ſoon as they were gone, he would let his. 
father know, that there was little ſaid or done but 
he obſerved it, and would reflect upon what was 
ff paſt in their diſcourſe, and deſire ſatisfaction in 
eff what he could not underitand at preſent, 5 
C.4 | 12. He 


huild an ark to ſave another, and not go into ii 


| tures, and it is to be thought their nature is made 


16. By this you may perceive the greatneſs off rea 


8 of Token 
12. He was a boy of moſt prodigious parts for 
his age, as will appear from his ſolid and rational 
queſtions ; I ſhall mention but two out of many. 
12. The firſt was this: when he was reading by 
himſelf in Draiton's poems about Mab's flood and; 
the ark, he aſked who built the ark? It being 
anſwered, it was likely that Nah hired men to 
help him to build it: and would they (ſaid he) 


themſelves ? | ellin, 

14. Another queſtion he put was this: whetherpf the 
had a greater glory, ſaints or angels? It being an- 
ſwered, that angels were the moſt excellent of crea. 


capable of greater glory than man's, he ſaid he was 
of another mind, and his reaſon was, becauſe an- 
gels were ſervants, and ſaints are children; and 
that Chriſt never took upon him the nature of an- 


gels, but he took upon him the nature of ſaints; ot t 
and, by being man, he hath advanced human na · rett) 


ture above the nature of angels. 


his parts and the bent of his th6ughts ; and thusfveni 
he continued for ſeveral years together, labourinsÞuefti 
to get more and more ſpiritual knowledge, and to 21. 
Prepare for an endleſs life. | 

16. Hewas achild of an excellent ſweet temper, 22. 
wonderful dutiful to his parents, ready and joytulſhitho 
to do what he was bid, and, by no-means would do] 23. 
any thing to diſpleaſe them; and, if they were at cot 
aby time ſeemingly angry, he would not ſtir from ry! 


them till they were thoroughly reconciled to him. has fe 


17. He was not only good himſelf, but would © 
do what he could to make others ſo too, eſpecially e, 4 
thoſe that were neareſt to him; he was very watch · zhy 


ful over his brethren and filters, and would not ſuf- I }, 


ter 
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er them to uſe any unhandſome words, or to do 


ny unhandſome actions; but he would be putting 


hem upon that which was good; and when he did, 
t any time, rebuke them, itwas not childiſhly and 
ightly, but with great gravity and ſeriouſneſs, as 
ne that was not a little concerned for God's ho- 
our, and the eternal welfare of their ſouls. | 

18, Hewould go to his father and mother with 
reat tenderneſs and compaſſion, (being far from 
elling of tales,) and beg of them to take more care 
f the ſouls of his brethren and ſiſters, and to take 


Feed left they ſhould go on in a ſinful Chriſtleſs 


tate, and prove their ſorrow and ſhame, and go 
ohell when they died, and be ruined for ever. 
19. He was exceedingly affected with hearing of 
he word of God preached, and could nut be ſatis- 
ed except he could carry home much of the ſab- 
ance of what he heard: to this end he quickly 
ot to learn ſhort-hand, and would give a very 
retty account of any ſermon that he heard. 
20. He was much engaged in ſecret duty and 
i reading the Scriptures : to be ſure, morning and 
ening, he would be by himſelf, and was, no 
veſtion, wreſtling with God. 
21, He would get choice Scriptures by heart, 
nd was very perfect at his catechiſm. 
22, The providences of God were not paſſed by 
ithout conſiderable obſervation by him. 
23. In the time of the plague he was exceeding- 
concerned about his ſoul and everlaſting ſtate 
ry much by himſelf upon his knees. This prayer 
as found written in ſhort-hand after his death. 
O Lord God and merciful Father, take pity upon 
e, a miſerable ſinner, and ftrengthen me, O Lord, 
thy faith, and make me one of thy glorious ſaints 
heaven. O Lord, keep me from this poiſonous in- 
| | +85 hh fedtion ; 
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the hand of God. 
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fedtion ; however, not my will but thy will be done, the 


O Lord, cn earth as itis in heaven. But, O Lord, ¶ dar. 
if thou haſt appointed me to die by it, O Lord, ft 2 
me for death, and give me a good heart to bear up un-Ithir 
der my affiitions. O Lord God and merciful Fatper, Ia v 
zake fity upon me, thy child ; teach me, O Lord, thy but 
abo; mak? me ſtrong in faith, O Lord, I hawff 2 
finned againſt thee.; Lord, pardon my fins; I had been i ſam 
in hell long ago, if it had not been for thy mercy. 0 him 
L:rd, I pray thee 1s keep my parents in thy truth, and if l. 
fave them from this infection, if it be thy will that ſaid 
they may live to bring me up in thy truth, O Lord, Iſing 
pray thee ſtay this infection that rageth in this city ny. 
and pardon their fins, and try them once more, and ſeſthe. 
if they will turn unto thee, Save me, O Lerd, fronfſaie 
this infection, that I may live to praiſe and glorifh Chr 
thy name: but, O Lord, if thou haſt appointed me inhalt 
die of it, fit me for death, that I may die with con. Ilonę 
fort; and, O Lord, I pray thee to help me to bear il to a 
under ll aflitions, for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

24. He was not a little concerned for the whol:Y H 
nation, and begged that God would. pardon the 
ſins of this land, and bring it nearer to himſelf, 

25. About the beginning of Newember, 166; 
this fweet child was ſmitten with the diſtemper 
but he carried it with admirable patience under} 


2H. Theſe are ſome of his dying expreſſions 

3 — T he Lord ſpall be my phyſician, for he wil 72 
cure both ſcul and body. Heaven is the beſt hoſp if 
t ct is the Lord, let him do what ſeemetifſ, 
good in his eyes.——— Again. It is the Lord thaf < 
taketh acvay my health, but J will Jay, as Job did 
Blefied be the name of the Lord! VI ould liv 
longer, 1 ſhall but fin againſt God. Looking upo 
Es ather, he ſaid, If rhe Lord weuld but lend m 
h Tt 
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„Ihe leaſt finger of his hand, to lead me through the 
„Jarl wale of death, I will rejoice in him! 
27. When a miniſter came to him, among other 
- things he ſpake ſomewhat of life. He ſaid, zhzs 7s 
a wicked world, yet it is good to live with my parents, 
but it is better to live in heaven, 5 
„ 28. An hour and a half before his death, the 
„ſame miniſter came again to viſit him, and aſked 
0 him, Art thou not afraid to die? He anſwered, No, 
dif the Lord will but comfort me in that hour. But, 
auſaid the miniſter, how canſt thou expect comfort, ſee- 
Iſing we deſerve none? He anſwered, No; if 1 had 
„Y deſerts, I had been in hell long agg. But, replied 
the miniſter, which way diſt thou expedt comfort and 
Lalvation, ſeei g thou art a inner? He anſwered, in 
fl C2ri/t a/one.——In whom, about an hour and a 
half after, he fell aſleep, ſaying he would take a 
long ſleep, charging them that were about him not 
upto awake him. | 


Well He died when he was zavelve years, three weeks, 
e and a day, old. | 


** a 


| E XAMPLE IX. 


La 


Of a child that was very eminent when ſhe was be- 
tween five and fix years old, with ſome memorable 


il paſſages of her life, | 


Þ. ANN LANE was born at Colebrook, in the 
county of Bucks, who was no ſooner able 

to ſpeak plain and expreſs any thing conſiderable. 

of reaſon, but ſhe began to act as if ſhe were 

anctified from the very womb, „ 

1 6 2. She 


5 } A Token 


2. She was very ſolicitous about her ſoul, wha 
would become of it when ſhe ſhould die, and when na: 
ſhe ſhould live for ever, and what ſhe ſhould do t wo 
be faved, when ſhe was about five years old, tak 

3. She was wont to be often engaged in ſecreſ dre 
prayer, and pouring out of her ſoul in ſuch a man} <&« 
ner as is rarelyto be heard of in one of her year chi 
4. I, having occaſion to lie at Colebrook, ſent fofff thi 
her father, anolddiſciple, an {/-aelite indeed, ang but 
deſired him to give me ſome account of his experi abc 
ences, and how the Lord firſt wrought upon him.] neſ 
5. He gave me this anſwer, that he was, fronff ſhe 
a child, ſomewhat civil, honeſt, and, as to maul 1 
harmleſs, but was little acquainted with the poweſ any 
of religion till this ſweet child put him upon a tha fou. 
rough inquiry into the tate of his ſoul, and woulgano 
_ till be begging of him, and pleading with him, I 
_ redeem his time, and to act with life and vigourigand 
the things of God; which was no ſmall demonſtraſ ple: 
tion to him of the reality of inviſibles, that a ver any 
babe and ſuckling ſhould ſpeak fo feelingly aboiſ fluo 
the things of God, and be 10 greatly corfterned ndj 1 
only about her own ſou), but about her fatherJif ſh 
too, which was the occaſion of his converſionJnot 
and the very thought of it was a quickening iſ that 
him for thirty years, and he hopes never to weafſhad 
off the impreſſions of it from his ſpirit. I 

6. Aſter this ſhe (as I remember) put her fathq the 
upon family-duties; and if, at any time, he wafſſtill 
long abſent from his ſhop, ſhe would find him oujthat 
and with much eee and humility beg of hiq help 
to come home, and to remember the preciouſneſps ſu 
of time, for which we mutt all give an account.] 14 

7. She was grieved if ſhe ſaw any that converſeſthe v 
with her father, if they were unprofitable, unſavqpette 
Iy, or long in their diſcourſe of common 1 vor 

: by 


or Children. 
8. Her own language was the language of Ca- 
aan. How ſolidly, profitably, and ſpiritually, 
would ſhe talk! So that ſhe made good people 
take great delight in her company, and juſtly 
<< drew the admiration of all that knew her. 

9. She could notendure the companyof common. 
children nor play, but was quite above all thoſe 
things which moſt children are taken with zher 
E buſineſs was to be reading, praying, diſcourſing 
about the things of God, and any kind of buſi- 
| neſs that her age and ſtrength was capable of: idle 
fl ſhe would not be by any means. | 

10. It was the greateſt recreation to her to hear 
any good people talking about God, Chriſt, their 
v0 fouls, the Scripture, or any thing that concerned 

another life. | | 
11. She had a ſtrange contempt of the world, 
i and ſcorned thoſe things which moſt are too much 
ral pleaſed with. She could not be brought to wear 
en any laces, or any thing that ſhe thought ſuper- 
ou fluous. 
na 12. She would be complaining to her parents 
er if ſhe ſaw any thing in them that ſhe judged would 
not be for the honour of religion, or ſuitable to 
i that condition in which the providence of God 
eaf had ſet them in the world. 

13. The child was the joy and delight of all 
hel the Chriſtians thereabout in thoſe times, whowas 
walſtill quickening and raiſing of the ſpirits of thoſe 
that talked with her. This poor babe was a great 
help to both father and mother, and her memory 
Þs ſweet to this dag. 

14. Shecontinued thus to walk as a ſtranger in 
the world, and one that was making haſte to a 
'yvoſbetter place, And after ſhe had done a great deal of 
Pork for God and her own ſoul, and others too, 
He a 0 - the 
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ſhe was called home to reſt, and received into the 


arms of Jeſus before ſhe was ten years old. 


8 


EXAMPLE X. 


Of a child that was awakened when ſhewas between 
even and eight years old, with ſome account of 
Her laſt hours and triumphant death. 


& Abitha Alder was the daughter of a holy 

and reverend miniſter in Kent, who lived 
near Grave/end. She was much inſtructed in. the 
Holy Scripture and her catechiſm by her father 


and mother, but there appeared nothing extraor- 


dinary in her till ſhe was between ſeven and eight 
years old. | . 

2. About which time, when ſhe was ſick, one 
aſked her, what ſhe thought would become of her 


if ſhe ſhould die? She anſwered, that ſhe was 


greatly afraid that ſhe ſhould go to hell. 
3 Being aſked why ſhe was afraid of going to 
hell, ſhe anſwered, becauſe ſhe feared ſhe did not 
love Gd. | | 

4. Again, being aſked how ſhe did know ſhe did 
not love God, ſhe replied, what have I done for 
God ever ſince I was born? And, beſides this, I 
have been taught, that he that loves God keeps 


his commandments, but I have kept none of them 


at all.. 


. Bei 
101 Ga ſhe anſwered, yes, with all her heart, 


if ſhe could, but ſhe found it a hard thing to love 


ene ſhe did not ſee. | 


6. She 


ng farther demand ed if ſhe would not fainfl 


*% 
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6. She was adviſed to beg of God a heart to love 


him: She anſwered, ſhe was afraid it was too late. 


7. Being aſked again whether ſhe was not ſorry 
that ſhe could not love God, ſhe anſwered, yes, 
but was ſtill afraid it was too late. 


8. Upon this, ſeeing her in ſuch a deſponding 


condition, a dear friend of hers ſpent the next day 
in faſting and prayer for her. 
. After this, that Chriſtian friend aſked her 
Wn ſhe did now; ſhe anſwered, with a great 
deal of joy, that now, ſhe bleſſed the Lord, ſhe 
loved the Lord Jeſus dearly, ſhe felt ſhe did love 
him; O, ſaid ſhe, I love him dearty ! 
10. Wny, ſaid her friend, did you not fay yeſ- 
terday, that you did not love the Lord, and that 
you could not? What did you mean to ſpeak fo 


| itrangely ? Sure, ſaid ſhe, it was Satan that did put 
it into:my mind; but now I love him: O, bleſſed 


be God for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! 

11. After this, ſhe had a diſcovery of her ap- 
proaching diſſolution, which was no ſmall comfort 
to her: Anon, ſaid ſhe, with a holy triumph, I 
ſhall be with Jeſus, Iam married to him; he is my 
huſband, I am his bride ; I have given myſelf to 
him, and he hath given himſelf to me, and I ſhall 
live with him for ever! 


12. This ſtrange language made the hearers 


ſtand aſtoniſhed : but thus ſhe continued for ſome 
little time, in a kind of exitacy of joy, admiring 
the excellency of Chriſt, rejoicing in hes intereſt 
in Ws and longing to be with him. 


After awhile, ſome of her friends, aer 
by 444 obſerved more than an ordinary earneſtneſs 


and fixedneſs in her countenance; they ſaid, one 


to another, look how earneſtly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe - 


ſeth ſomething. 
14. One 


hk 2 0 — 
— _— — WE 7» e Laſs 

wy * 2 ä 
— 2 4 b. — — — 
Ce Ow Bea FI a, 


90 
. 
1 
F 
97 
+7 4 
4p 
— 
bY 
1 
[ * 
N 


F * 88 5 
* . * . 
2 * — »„— 
_ — — 1 — ——ͤ——d8 
_ . — — <> — 

— 2 - en. = — — 2 » 

„ 8 — rn . . 3 * * 
— £ Wont - 


7 * ” 
o 


3 


. —— PIETY 


<> on 


— 


2 — — 
2 222 — 


. + > rare errant 


r — 


| 
| 
. 
0 
i 
b 
1 
1 


12 A Token | 
14. One aſked, what it was ſhe fixed her eye; 
upon fo eagerly? I warrant, faith one that was 


by, ſhe ſeeth death coming. 5355 


15. No, ſaid ſhe, it is glory that I ſee, it is that 

I fix my eye upon. „VC 
16. One aſked her what glory was like? She 
anſwered, I cannot ſpeak what, but Iam going to 


it; will you go with me? I am going to glory. O 
that all of you were to go with me to that glory ! 


With which words her ſoul took wing, and went 
to the poſſeſſion. of that glory which ſhe had ſome 
believing fight of before. She died when ſhe was 
between eight and nine years old, . 


82 r 


EXAMPLE XI. 


Of a child that aa greatly affected qvith the things 
of God when ſhe was wery young, with an exact 
account of her admirable carriage upon her death- 

4 bed 0 | 


: SU/annah Bicks was. born at Leyden, in Holland, 


Far. 24, 1650, of very e parents, 
whoſe great care was to inſtruct and catechiſe this 
their child, and to preſent her to the miniſters of 
the place, to be publicly inſtructed and catechiſed. 
2. It pleaſed the Lord to bleſs the holy educa- 
tion and good example of her parents, and cate- 
chiſing, to the good ot her ſoul, ſo that ſhe ſoon 
had a true ſavnur andireliſſi of what ſhe was taught, 
and made ad mirable uſe of it in a time of need. 
as you ſhall hear afterwards. _ 1 3h 


3. Shewas achild of great dutifulneſs to her pa- 


rents, and of a very ſweet, humble, ſpiritual, na- 


ture; and not only the truth, but the power and 
| ! DS | emi 


for Children, 13 
eminency, of religion did thine in her fo clearly, 
that ſhe did not only comfort the hearts of her 
parents, but drew the admiration of all that were 
witneſſes of God's works of love upon her, and 
may well be propoſed as a pattern, not only to 

children, but to perſons of riper years. 

4. She continued in a courſe of religious duties 
for ſome conſiderable time, ſo that her lifewas 
nore excellent than moſt Chriſtians ; but in herlaſt 
: Fickneſs ſhe excelled herſelf, and her deportment 
was ſo admirable, that, partly through wonder and 
s Faftoniſhment, and partly through ſorrow, many 
pbſervable things were paſſed by, without commit- 
ing to paper, which deſerve to have been written 
In lettersof gold; but take theſewhich follow, as 
ome, of many, which were taken from herdying 
ps, and firſt publiſhed by religious and judicious 
s [Chriſtians in Dutch, afterwards tranſlated, and, 
7 Pith a little alteration of the ſtyle, for the benefit of 

- Eng/i/o children, brought into this form by me. 
5. In the month of Auguſt, 1664, when the peſ- 
lence raged ſo much in Holland, this ſweet child 
as ſmitten ; and as ſoon as ſhe felt herſelf very 
l, ſhe was ſaid to break forth, with abundance 
f ſenſe and feeling, in theſe following words; 
thy law avere not my delight, 1 ſhould periſb i my 
fiction / RY a Tet * 

6. Her father, coming to her to encourage her in 
er ſickneſs, ſaid to her, Be of good comfort, my 
hild, for the Lord will be near to thee and us un- 
er this heavy and ſore trial, he will not forſake us 
ough he chaſten us. Vea, father, ſaid ſhe, our 
eavenly Father does chaſten us for our profit, that 
a - de may be partakers of his holineſs; no chaſtiſe- 
a. ent ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, but grie- 
id Pus, but afterwards it yieldeth the ae 
11 rus 


| tie faid, it is (aid, Caſt thy burthen upon the Lord, 


much exerciſed untogodlineſsin reading the word, 


thee to us, make up this loſs, if it be his pleaſure 


that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the frui 
of her womb? yet I will not forget thee ; behol 
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fruit of righteouſneſs to them who are exerciſed 1 
thereby. The Lord is now chaſtening me upon Bred 


this fick bed, but I hope he will bleſs it ſo to me as Naga 


to cauſe it to yield to me that bleſſed fruit, accord · ¶ She 


ing to the riches of his mercies, which fail not. Nwas 


7. After this ſhe ſpake to God, with her eyes ther 
lifted up to heaven, ſaying, Be merciful tome, O Fa- Irem 
ther; be merciful is me, a ſinner, according to th Her 
o 1 | 

8. Then, looking upon her ſorrowful parents, ſous 


end he ſhall ſuſtain thee, and he wilFnever juffer thin: 
+ighteous to be moved, Therefore, my dear father 
and mother, caſt all your care upon him, who 
cavies all things to gowell that do concern you. 

g. Her mother ſaid unto her, O my dear child, 
I haveno ſmall comfort ſrom the Lord in thee andſthro 
the fruit of his grace, whereby thou haſt been ſ 


in prayer and gracious diſcourſe, to the edificatior 
of thyſelf and us. The Lord himſelf, who gavÞoin 


to take thee away from us! | 

10. Dear mother, ſaid ſhe, though I leave yoi 
and you me, yet God will never leavs us; for i 
is ſaid, Can a woman forget her ſucking child 


J have graven thee upon the palms of my hand 
Oh! comfortable words both for mother and chil 
dren! Mark, dear mother, how faſt the Lord kee 
eth and holdeth his people, that he doth eve 
rave them upon the palms of his hands. '$nou 
muſt part with you and you with me, yet, ble 
ſed he God, he will never part either from you! 
me, | | 


11. Bei 


for" Children, 15 
11. Being weary with much ſpeaking, ſhe deſi- 
red to reſt awhile; but, after a little time, awaking 
again, her father'dſked her how it was with her. 
she made no direct anſwer, but aſked what day it 
was: her father ſaid it was the | ord*s=day, Well 
chen, ſaid ſhe, have you given up my name to be 
- remembered in the public prayers of the church ? 
Her father told her he had. I have learned, ſaid 
ſhe, that the effectual fervent prayer of the righte- 
„ ſous availeth much. 8 
„ 12. She had a very high eſteem for the faithful 
MEniniſters of Chriſt, and much deſired their compa- 
erfiny where ſhe was; but, knowing the hazard that 
noſuch a viſit would expoſe them and the church to, 
he would by no means ſuffer that the miniſters 
dihould come near her perſon, but choſe rather to 
nothrow herſelf upon the arms of the Lord, and to 
ſo improve that knowledge ſhe had the word, and 
rdper for mer experience, and the \:1its of private 
io Chriſtians, and thoſe which the church had = 4 
a\@ointed in ſuch caſes to viſit and comfort the ſick. 
ur} 13, One of thoſe, who came toviſit her, was of 
ery great uſe to her to comfort her, and lift her 
yolip, in ſome meaſure, above the fears of death, 
ri 14. Though young, ſhe was very much concern- 
110Fd for the intereſt of God and religion, for goſpel 
rufniniſters, and for the ſins and the decay of the 
10/Yower of godlineſs in her own*country, which 
10111 farther appear by what may follow. 
ni 15, Her father coming in to her, found her in 
een extraordinary paſſion of weeping, and aſked her 
evefhat was the cauſe of her great ſorrow; ſhe an- 
aug yered have] not cauſe to weep, when hear that 
bleſr. De Wit was taken ſick this day in his pulpit, 
ouqhd went home very ill? is not this a {ad p np 
| | ; | od's 
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upon, and flows from, faith, and that faith which 


bad ſlumbered a while, ſhe ſaid, O dear father an- 
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God's diſpleaſure to our country, when he ſmiteth mot 
ſuch a faithful paſtor ?. | | 
16. She had a high valuation of God, and could ftrer 
ſpeak in David's language, Whom have I in heaven Iſne, 
but thee ? and there is none upon earth I can defire inWbrui 
compariſon of thee ! She was much lifted up aboveſſſve wu 
the fears of death, What elſe was the meaning}. 20 


of ſuch expreſſions as theſe ? O how d T long ! even fof fe 


as the hart panteth after the awater-brook, fo myſoulIbres 
panteth after thee, O God, for God, the living God ! hi- 
When ſhall I come and appear before God ? that 
17. She was a great hater of fin, and did withſſup | 
much grief and ſelf- abhorrence reflect upon it; but in 
that, which lay moſt upon her heart, was the cor- 2 
ruption of her nature, and original ſin. How oftenſfent 
would ſhe cry out in the words of the Pſalmiſt, Be. Ppurſ 
hold, 1 was ſhapen in iniguity, and in fin did my mo- Iplea 
ther conceive me and JI was altogether born in jin!fwith 
She could never lay herſelf low enough under wee 
ſenſe of that original fin which ſhe brought witliſho r. 
her into the world. | 
18. She ſpake many things very judiciouſly o 
the old man, and putting it off, and of the ne 
man, and putting iton ; which ſhewed that ſhe wa 
no ſtranger to converſion, and that ſhe, in ſomeſ 
meaſure, underſtood what mortification, ſelf-deffeart} 
mal, and taking up hercroſs and following Chriſt 
meant. That Scripture was much in her mouth 
The ſacrifices of God are a contrite heart; a brokt 
and a contrite ſpirit, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe rem 
That brokenneſs of heart, ſaid nie, which is buill 


is built upon Chriſt, who is the proper and alont 
facrifice for fin, Theſe are her own words. 
19. Afterwards ſhe deſired to reſt; and, when ſhi 


mother 
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mother, how weak do feel myſelf! My dear child. 
Jſaid her father, God will, in his tender mercy, 
uſtrengthen thee in thy weakneſs. Vea, father, ſaid 
ſhe, that is my confidence; for it is ſaid, Tie 
1 ᷣruiſed reed he will not break, and the ſmoking. flax 
ee w7ll not quench, 5 N e 

20. Then ſhe di ſcourſed excellently of the nature 
„of faith, and deſired that the eleventh of the He- 
ereus ſhould be read unto her; at the reading of 
which ſhe cried out, O what a ſtedfaſt faith was 

that of Abraham, which made him willing to offer 
thEjup his own and only ſon ! Faith is the ſubſtance of 
urige hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 
7-21. Her father and mother, hearing her excel. 
enflent diſcourſe, and ſeeing her admirable carriage, 
e · purſt out into abundance of tears; upon which ſhe 
0-fpleaded with them to be patient, and content 
ulwith the hand of God. O, ſaid ſhe, why do you 
r afeep at this rate over me, ſeeing I hope you have 
tho reaſon to queſtion, but, if the Lord take me 

but of this miſerable world, it ſhall be well with 
' olfime to all eternity! You ought to be well ſatis- 
ewſfied, ſeeing it is ſaid, God is in heaven, and doth 
vaitwhat/oever pleaſeth him: and do you not pray 
mevery day, that the will of God may be done on 
deferarth as it is in heaven? Now, father; this is 
ilFGod”s will, that I ſhould lie upon this fick bed, 
thind of this diſeaſe : ſhall we not be content when 
Aeſpur prayers are anſwered ? Would not your ex- 
/eſtreme ſorrow be murmuring againſt God, with- 
uilÞut whoſe good pleaſure nothing comes to pals, 
1cAlthough 1 am ſtruck with this.1ad diſeaſe, yet, 
onecauſe it is the will of God, that doth filence 
e, and Iwill, as long as I live, pray that God's 
chill may be done, and not mine. 
an 9085 
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22. Seeing 
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22. Seeing her parents very much moved, ſheer? 
farther argued with them from the providence owe 
God; which had a ſpecial hand in every common 
ching, much more in the diſpoſal of the lives 0 
men and women: Are not two ſparrows ſold for a 
farthing,and not one of them falls to the ground with. 
out our beawenly father? Yea, the hairs of our hea; 
are all nuinbered ; therefore fear not, ye are of mor 
walne' than many ſparrows. Adverſity and proſpe 
rity are both good. Some things ſeem evil in oufffule 
eyes, but the Lord turns all to the good of then 26 
thai atom EE pri ong! F 

23. She came then to ſpeak particularly cone a 
cerning the plague: Doth not, ſaid ſhe, the peſti 
lence come from God? Why elſe doth the Scrip he © 
ture ſay, Shall there be evil in the city which I 
have not fent ? What do theſe men mean, which 
ſay the peſtilence comes from the air ? Is not the 
Lord che creator and ruler of the air, and are noi 
the elements under his government? Or if the 
ſay it comes from the earth, hath he not the ſam 
power and influence upon that too? What talk 
they of a ſhip that came from Africa? Have ye no 
read long ago, out of Lev. xxvi. 25. 1 Hall brim 
a ſword upon you, and avenge the quarrel of my uf 
venaut; und, when you are aſſembled in the carinſear 
then will I bring the peſtilence in the midſt of you, 

24. After this, having taken ſome little reit, fl 
ſaid, O-now 15 the day for opening the firſt queitior 
of the catechiſm, and if we were there we ſhoull 
hear, that, whether in death or life, a believer! ted 
Chriſt's, who hath redeemed us by his own preciouſf 28 
blood from the power of the devil; and then (hÞf7 v 
quoted Rem. xiv 7,8: For none of us liveth unto Hindtes 
fe f andnone of 5 di eh untc himſelf for, whether aun. 
live, wei.veu i be Lori; and, whether wwe die, a 11 
die uno the Lord; whether then, oe live or die, ul. 
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wwe the Lord's. Then be comforted; for, Wet ler! 
we or die, I am the Lord's. Oh! why do you u- 
ict yourſelves thus ! but what ſhall tiſay Þ With 

Pee ping I came into theworld, and with weeping 
muſt go out again. Ohl my dear parents, better 
che day of my death than the day of my birth. 
| 25. When ſhe had thus encouraged her father 
ad mother, ſhe deſired her father to pray with her, 
ad to requeſt of- the Lord that ſhe might have a 
uiet and peaceable paſſage into another world. 
26. After her father had prayed for her, he aſk- 
d her, whether he ſhould ſend for the phyfician; 
e an ſwered, by no means, for lam now beyond the 
Help of doctors. But, ſaid he, mychild, we are touſe 
p he ordinary means appointed by the Lord for our 
„Pelp as long as we live, and let the Lord do as feem- 
Ich good in his eyes. But, ſaid the, give me the 
Scavenly phyſi ian, he is the only helper. Doth 
ot he ſay, Come unt“ nie, ail ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will gewe you reſt? And doth not 
je bid us call upon him in the dayof diltreſs, and 
ewill deliver us, and we ſhall glorify him? there- 
ore, dear father, call upon him yet again for me. 
27. About this time aChriſtian friend came in to 
itt her, who was not a little comforted when he 
ear d and ſaw ſo much of the grace of God living 
n a poor young thing, which could not but ſo far 
fect him as to draw tears of joy and admiration 
iollrom him, and her deportment was ſo teaching, that 
Fe could not but acknowledge himſelt greatly edi- 
Fed and improved b) her carriage and lanpuage. 
28. hat which was not the leaitobſeryable in 
Per was the affect ion ſhe had for the Holy Scrip- 
| þ,uſores andher catechiſm; which ſhe üs horouf h- 
ere inſtructed inchy the divines of theortace whore 
e, aÞ* lived, which the.could not but own a+ one ot the 
je, VVVVVTVCVV MT 2G SAR 
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zreateſt mercies next the Lord Chriſt, O how dig 
{he bleſs God for her catechiſm, and beg of her fi 
ther to go particularly to thoſe, maniſters that ha 
taken ſo much pains with her to inſtruct her in he 
catechiſm, and thank them from her, a dying chili 
for their good inſtructions, and to let them under 
ſtand, for their encouragement to goon in that woll 
of catechiſing, howrefreſhing thoſe truths were no; 
to her in the hour of herdiſtreſs. O that ſweet ca... 
techiſing, ſaid ſhe, unto which Idid always reſo 
with gladneſs, and attended without wearineſs. 
29. She was much above the vanities of th 
world, and took no pleaſure at all in thoſe thing a 
which uſually take up the heart and time of your. 
ones. She would ſay, that ſhe was grieved anf hi! 
aſhamed both for young and old, to ſee how mit 
they were upon vanity, and how fooliſhly the. 1 
ſpent their tame. Per 
30. She was not forgetful of the care and lonſk, _ 
of her maſter and miſtreſs, who taught her © 
read and work, but ſhe deſired that thanks might, - 
alſo be particularly given to them. Indeed Mad 
thought ſhecould never be thankful enough, bot... 
to God and man, for that kindneſs that ſhe ha}.  ; 
experience of, but again and again ſhe deſired i. 
be ſure to thank the miniſter that inſtructed hei pea 
either by catechiſing or preaching. if 
31. After ſome reſt, her father aſked her agaiFF. 
how ſhe did, and began to'expreſs ſomewhat ret 
the ſatisfaction and joy that he had taken in bY; 
former diligence in her reading theScriptures,anſſ.; -. 
writing, and her dutifulneſs, andthat great progreſſuffe 
that ſhe had made in the things of God; upd. 1 
Which ſhe humbly and ſweetly deiired toown Gin a 
and his kindneſs in her godly education, and aff... - 
that ſhe eſteem ed her holy education, under ſug. 
parents and miniſters, as a greater portion than t: my 
| thouſar 
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jouſand guilders, for thereby I have learned to 
omfort myſelf out of the word of God, which the 
orld beides could never have afforded, | 
32. Her father, perceiving her to grow very weak, 
aid, I perceive, child, thou art very weak. It is 
ve, fir, ſaid ſhe, 1 feel my weakneſs increaſing, 
Id I ſee your ſorrow increaſing too, which is a 
niece of my affliction; be content, I pray you, it is 
ie Lord which doth it, and let you and | tay, with 
David, Lei us fall into the Lord's hands, for his 
Kercies are great. 

33. She had laid a great charge upon her 
Parents, not to be over-grieved for her after 
Jer death, urging that of David upon them; 
Fhile the child was ſick he faſted and wept, 
but, when it died, he waſhed his face, and fat up 
ind ate, and ſaid, Can I bring him back again from 
eat h? T ſhail gu do him, but he ſball not return to me. 
Po ought you to ſay after my death, Our child is 
vell, for we know it ſhall be well with them that 
ruſt in the Lord, She did lay a more particular 
ind ſtrict charge upon her mother, ſaying to her, 

Dear mother, who have done ſo much for me, you 
NMuſt promiſe me one thing before I die, and that 
s, that you will not ſorrow over-much for me. 1 
peak thus to you, becauſe I am afraid of your 
Freat affliction. Conſider others Joſſes, what they 

ave been: remember 76. Forget not what Chriſt 
foretold, In the world you ſhall have tribuilation, but, 
good cheer, in me you ſhall have peace, And mult 
the apoſtles ſuffer ſo great tribulation, and muſt we 
ſuffer none? Did not Jeſus Chriſt, my only life 
and ſaviour, ſweat drops of blood ? Was he not 
In a bitter agony, mocked, ſpit at, nailed to the 
croſs, and a ſpear thruſt through his bleſſed fide, 
Jand all this for my ſake, and on the account of 
Imy fins? Did not he cry out, My Grd, my 0 
| D 46h 
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naked on the croſs, to purchaſe for me the gaf 
ments of ſalvation, and to clothe me with his righ 


 ttrength, and ſhe laboured to ſpend it all for Chril 


Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? ! 
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avly haſt thou forſaken ne? Did not Chriſt be 


teouſneſs, for there is ſalvation in no other name 

34. Being very feeble and weak, ſhe ſaid: Oh 
if 1 might ſleep quietly in the boſom of Jeſus! a 
that till then he would ftrengthen me! Oh!] thath 
would take me into his arms, as he did thoſe lit; 
ones, when he ſaid, Suffer liitle children to come un 
me, for of Juch is the kingdom of heaven e and he tu 
them into his arms, and laid his hands on them, a 
Blefied them. I lie here as a child, O Lord, 1a 
thy child, receive me into thy gracious arms! ( 
Lord! grace, grace, and not juftice ! for, if tho 
ſhouldſt enter into judgement with me, I cannq fav 
and ; yea, none living would be jull in thy fight 

3c, After this ſhecried our, O how faintam | 
but, fearing leſt ſhe ſhould diſhearten her mother 
ſhe faid, While there is life there is hope; if1 
mould picaſe the Lord to recover me, how careful 
would | be to pleaſe you in my work and learning 
and whatſcever you ſhall require of me! 

30. After this, the Lord did again fend he 


in awakening, edifying, and comforting, thok 
that were about her; but her chiefeſt endeavoulſ, 
was to ſupport her dear parents from extraordinarÞ 
ſorrow, and to comfort them out of the Scriptures, 

telling them that ſhe knew that all things did work 5 
together for the good of them that did love God, 
even to thoſe which are called according to his pur. 
poſe. O God, eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit 


am perſuaded that neither life nor death, nor an- 
gels, nor principalitics, nor powers, nor things 
pretcnt, nor things to come, nor height, nor 

| depth, 
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depth, nor any other crea- ute, ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is towards us in 
I Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. My ſheep (/aith Chil} 
ng hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 


Mne, and I give unto them eternal life, and they 


ſhall never periſh, and no man ſhall pluck them 
Jout of my hands. My Father, who gave them me, 
is greater than all, and none ſhall pluck them out 
Jof my Father's hands. Thus ſhe ſcemed to attain 
Ta holy confidence in God, and an aſſurance of her 
ſtate as ro another world, 

al 37. When ſhe had a little refreſhed herſelf with 
reſt, ſhe burſt forth with abundance of joy and 


ho eladneſs of heart, with a holy triumph of faith, 


nd ſaying: Death is ſwallowed up in victory; Odeath, 
"where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrengthof fin is 
the law; but thanks be to God who hath given 
Ius the victory, throughcur Lord and Saviour, Jeſus 
AoChriſt!. 3 

"2 38. That ſhe might the better .upport her 
friends, ſhe ſtill inſiſted upon that which might 


ceſſity of death: we are from the earth, and to 
Ithe earth we muſt return; dait is the mother of us 
ll; the duſt ſhall turn to duſt, from whence it is, 
Rand the ſpirit to God who gave it. 

reg 39. Then ſhe diſcourſed of the {ſhortneſs of man's 
ohe. O what is the life of man! the days of man 
od, upon the earth are as graſs; as the flower of the 
ur neld, ſo he flouriſheth; the wind paſſeth over it, 


nnd it is gone, and his place knows him no more. 


attend us in this life, and the longer we live the 


in and ſorrow. We know not the thoughts of 
= | D 2 God, 


Fake off ſome of their burthen, by urging the ne- 


40. She farther urged the fin and ſorrow that did 


ore we fin; now the Lord will free us from that 
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God, yet do we know ſo much, that they ate 
mercy and peace, and do give an expected end, 


But what ſhall 1 ſay, my liſe ſhall not continue r 


long, Ifeel much weakneſs. O Lord, look upon 
me praciouſly ; have pity upon my weak diſtreſſed 
heart. I am oppreſſed ; undertake for me, that 
may ftand faſt and overcome. 

441. She was very frequent in ſpiritual eie 
tions, and it was no ſmall comfort to her, that thi 
Lord Chriſt did pray for her, and promite to ſend 
hisSpirit to com fort her It is ſaid, ſaid ſhe, I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you anothe 
comtorter. © let him not leave me, O Lord, con- 
tinue with me till thy work be finiſhed, 

42. She had very lowand undervaluing thoughts 
ef hciſelf and her own righteouſneſs, or elſe what 
meant hercryingoutin ſuch language as that, None 
but Chriſt! without thee Icando nothing! Chri 
is the true vine, O let me be a branch of thi 

vine! What poor worms are we! O dear father, 
how lame and halting do we go in the ways of 
God and ſalvation ! We know but in part, but 
when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is imperfect ſhall be done away. O that! 
Had attained to that now! But what are we our 
ſelves? not only weakneſs and nothingneſs, but 
wickeaneſs; for all the thoughts and imagina 


tions of man's heart are only evil, and that conti 


nually ; we are by nature children of wrath, and 
are conccived and born in fin and unt 'ghteouſnei 


Oh! tnis wretched and vile thing, fin ! but thank 


to God, who hath redeemed me from it. 


43. She comforted herſelf and her father in that 
excellent ſcripture, . Rom. viii. 15=17, Ye haue 


not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear 


but you have received the ſpirit of adoption, by 


Wie! | 
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N which we cry Abba, Father. It is the Spirit that 


witneſſeth with our ſpirits, that we are the children 
of God; and, ifchildren, then we are heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, You ſee thence, 
father, that I ſhall be a fellow heir with Chriſt, 
who hath ſaid, in my F=ther's houſe are many 
manſions; if it were not ſo, I would have told 
you; I go to prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and take you to myſelf, that where I am 


dere ye may be alſo. O Lord, take me to thy- 


ſelf. Behold, dear mother, he hath prepared a 
place and dwelling for me. 

44. Yea, my dear child, ſaid her mother, he 
mall ſtrengthen you with his holy Spirit, until he 
hath fitted and prepared you fully tor that place 
which he bath provided for bu. 

45. Yea, mother, it is ſaid, in P/a/m Ixxxiv. 


of How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſis ! 


My foul doth thirit for the cour:s of the Lord; one 
day in thy courts is better than a thouſand ; yea, 


$1 had rather be a door-keeper in the houſ: of God 


than dwell in the tents of the wicked. Read that 


IPfalm, dear mother, wherewith we may comfort 


one another. As for me, I am more and more 
ſpent, and draw near my. laſt hour. 
46. Then ſhe defired to be prayed with, and 


Ibegged that the Lord would give her an eaſy paſ- 


Jſage. 


47. After this ſhe turned to her mother, and 


with much affection ſhe ſaid: Ah! my dear and 
loving mother, that which cometh from the heart 


doth ordinarily go to the heart; once more come 


Jand kiſs me before I leave you. 


48. She was not a little concerned about the 


Fouls of the reſt of her relations, and did parti- 
| BY charge it upon her father, to do what he 


D 3 could 
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could poſſibly, to bring them up in the ways of 
God. O let my ſiſter be trained up in the Serip- 
tures, and catechiſing, as I have been. 

49. I formerly wept for my 6ſter, thinking that 
ſhe would die before me, and now ſhe weep:thh, 
for me; and then ſhe kiſſed her weeping ſiſter; 
alſo ſhe took her young little ſiſter in her arms, a 
child of fix months old, and ſhe kiſſed it with 
much affection, as if her very bowels had moved 
within her, and ſpake, with many heart-breaking 
words, both to her parents and the chiidren. 

50, Her father ſpake to one that was by to take 
the poor little child away from her, from the ha- 
zard of that fiery diſtemper, and bade his daughter 
to give her to them, for he had already too much 
to bear. Well, father, ſaid ſhe, did not God pre- 
{erve the three children in the fiery furnace, and 
did you not teach me that ſcripture? When thou 
paſſeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the lame kindle upon thee, 

5 1. She had a very ſtrong faith in the do&rine ſþ 
of the reſurrection, and did greatly ſolace her ſoul þ 
with excellent ſcriptures, which do {peak the happy 
ſtate of believers as ſoon as their ſouls are ſepara- 
ted from their bodies; and, what ſhequoted out of 
the Scripture, ſhedidexcellently and ſuitably apply 
to her own ule, incomparably above the common 
_ reach of her ſex and age. That in 1 Cor. xv. 42. 
was a good {upport to her: The bedy is Jorun in cor- 
rupticn, but it ſpall be raiſ.d incorruptibie; it is ſown 
in diſhonour, i ſhall e raiſed in glory; it is ſown in 
aveakneſs, but it fall be raiſed in poaber; and then 
ſhe ſweetly apvlies it, and takes in this cordial : 
Behold, thus it is, and thus it ſhall be, with my 
mortal fleſh, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, becaule they reſt from their labours, nl 

1 | their 
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heir works do follow them. The righteous. periſh,. 
nd no man layeth it to heart; and the upright 
re taken away, and no man regardeth it; that 
hey are taken away from the evil to come; they 
all enter into peace, they ſhall reſt in their beds, 
very one who walketh in their uprightneſs. Be- 
old now, father, I ſhall reſt and ſleep in that 
ded- chamber. 

52. Then ſhe quoted Job Kix, 25, 20, 27. J 
now that my Redetmer liveth, and that he hall fland 
at the latter end upon the earth; and though, after 
ny ſkin, worms deſtroy this beds. yet in my fleſh ſhall 
fee God; whom I fhall {ze far my/eif, and my tyes 
ball bebeld, and not another's, though my en bz 
onſumed within me. Behold now, father, this ve- 
y ſkin which you ſee, and this very fleſh which 
ou ſee, ſhall be raiſed up again; and theſe very 
yes, Which are now fo dim, tha'l, on that day, 
ee and behold my dear and precious Redeemer ; 
beit the worms eat up my fleſh, yet wich theſe. 
yes ſhall I behold God, even | myiclt, and not 
mother for me. 4 

53. Then ſhe quoted John v. 28: Marvel not at 
bis; for the hour is coming, in which all hat are in 
heir graves ſhall hear his voice, and» come forth; 
boſe that have done good to the riyurriaion of life. 
dee, father, I ſhall riſe in that day, and then [ 

all behold my Redeemer ; then he ſhall ſay, 

ome, ye bleſſed of my. Father, inherit the king- 
44] apa for you before the foundation of the 
or 

54. Behold, now I live; yet not I, but Chriſt 
iveth in me; and the life that I now live, in the 
ieſh, is by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave. himfelf for me, 1 am ſaved, and 
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that not of myſelf; it is the gift of God, not 
ot works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt, 

. My dear parents, now we mult ſhortly part, 
my {peech faileth me, pray to the Lord for aquiet 
cloſe ro my combat. 

56. Her parentsreplied, Ah, our dear child! how 
fad is that to us that we muſt part! ſhe anſwered, 
1 go to heaven, aud there we ſhall find one ano. 
ther again; I go to Jeſus Chriſt. 

57. Then ſhe comforted herſelf to think of her 
ſtcing her precious brother and ſiſter again in glo- 
ry. I go to my brother Jacob, who did ſo much 


cry and call upon God to the laſt moment of his 
breath; and to my little ſiſter, who was but three 


years old when ſhe died, who, when we aſked her 


whether ſhe wovld die, minced; Ye, if it be the“ 


Lord's will; I will go to my little brother, if it be 
the Lord's will, or | will ſtay with my mother, if 


it be the Lord's wilt: but I know that I ſhall die, 


and go to heaven and to God, O ſee how fo ſmall 


a babe had ſo much given it, to behave itſelf every 


way and in all things ſo ſubmiflively to the will 


of God, as if it had no will of its own; but, if it 


be the will of God, if it pleaſe God; nothing 


for her but what was the will and pleaſure of God. 
And therefore, dear father and mother, give the 


Lord thanks for this his free and rich grace, and 


then I ſhall the more gladly be gone. Be gracious, 
then, O Lord, unto me alſo, be gracious to me, ſhi 


waſh me thoroughly from my unrighteouſnels, and 
cleanſe me from my fin! _ 

58. After this her ſpirit was refreſhed with the 
ſenie of the pardon of ber ſins, which made her 
to cry out, Behold, God hath waſhed away my 
fins, O how dol Jong to die! The apoſtle ſaid, in 
this body u we earneltly ſigh and groan, longing for 

our 


notpur houſe which is in heaven, that we may be 
lothed therewith. Now I alſo lie here ſighing 

irt, ad longing for that dwelling which is above. In 
leihe lat ſermon which | heard, ' or ever {hail hear, 

heard this, which is a matter of great comfort 
OWEunto me. | 

59. Then ſhe repeated ſeveral notable ſcrip. 
ures, which were quoted in that ſermon ; afterward 
e deſired to be praved with, and put petitions 
ato their mouths . viz. That all he: tins might be 
orgiven; that: ſhe might have more abundant 
aith, and the aſſurance of it; and the comfort 
of that aſſurance, and the continuation and 
rength of that comfort, according as her neceſſi- 
y ſhould require. Afrerward ſhe prayed herſelf, 
ind continued ſome time. | 

50. When prayers were ended, ſhe called to 
per father and mother,” and demanded of them, 
16, Whether ſhe had at any time angered or grieved 
allBhem, or done any thing that did not become her? 
Yad begged of them to forgive her 


uy 61. They anſwered her, That, it all children 


it had carried themſelves ſo to their parents as ſhe 
ng ad done, there would be leſs grief and ſorrow on 
d. BY hands than there is; and, it any ſuch thing 
he pad eſcaped ther, we would forgive it with all our 
nd heart; you have done as became a god child, 


18, 62, Her hart being comforted with her peace 


© Fith God and her parents, ſhe began to diipoſe 
nd Þf her books ; particularly ſhe entreated her mo- 
her to keep Mr De W:7's Catechiſm Lectures, as 

he ong as ſhe lived, for her ſake ; and let my little ſiſ- 
er ſer have my other books, in remembrance of me, 
a 63. Then ſhe 1aid ſhe felt her breaſt exceed. 
in ingly pained, by which ſhe knew that her end 
Or as very nigh. Her father ſpake to her, as he 
8 5 Was 
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was able, telling her the Lord would be her 


ſtrength in the hour 0 her neceſſity. 
64. Yea, ſaid ſhe, the Lord is my ſhepherd; 
although I paſs through the valley of the ſhadow 


of death, I will not fear, for thou art with me, 


thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me; and it is 


ſaid, the ſufferings of this preſent life are not 


worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be 
revealed in us. Shall I not ſuffer and endure, 
ſeeing my glorious Redeemer was pleaſed to ſuffer 
ſo much for me? Oh! how was he mocked and 
crowned with thorns, that he might purchaſe a 


crown of righteouſneſs for us | And that is the 


crown of which Paul ſpoke, when he ſaid, I have 
fought the good fight; I have finiſhed my courſe ; 
I have kept the faith; henceforth is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, ſhall give unto me in that day; 


and not only to me, but to all who love his ap- 


pearing. 

65. Ve are bought wih a price, therefore glo- 
rify God with your ſouls and bodies, which are his. 
* I not then exalt and bleſs him, while I have 

a being, who hath. bought me with his blond? 


Surely he hath borne our griets, and took our in- 
frmities, and we eſteemed him ſmitten and ſtrick- 


en of God; but he was wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and broifed for our fins, The chaſtiſement 
of our peace was upon him, and by his ſtripes are 


we healed; and the Lord laid upon him the ini- 
agquity of us all. Behold the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away tne fins of the world: that lamb 18 
Jeſus Chriſt who hath ſatisfied for my fins, So 
ſaith Paul: Ye are waſhed, ye are ſanctified, ye 


are juſtified, in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and 
through the Spirit of our God, 


66. My 
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66. My end is now very near; now I ſhall put 


Jon white raiment, and be clothed before the Lamb, 
that ſpotieſs Lamb, and with his ſpotleſs righte- 


ouineſs. Now are the angels making ready to 
carry. my ſou] before the throne of God, Theſe 
are they Wo have come out of great tribulation, 
who have waſhed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, | 

67. She ſpoke this with a dying voice, but full 
of ſpirit, and of the power of faith. 

68. Her lively affurance ſhe farther uttered in 
the words of the apoſtle : We know that, if this 
earthly houſe of our tabernacle be diſſolved, we 


have one which is built of God, which 1s eternal 
in the heavens; for in this we ſigh for our houſe 


which is in heaven, that we may be clothed there- 
with. ; | 
69. There, father, you ſee that my body is this 


| tabernacle, which now ſhall be broken down; my 


ſoul ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up 


into the heavenly paradiſe, into chat heavenly Je- 


ruſalem, There ſhall I dwell, and go no more ont, 


but fit and ſing, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord. 


God of hoſts, the Lord of Sabaoth! Her laſt 
words were theſe; O Lord God, into thy hands J 


commit my ſpirit; Oi ord, be gracious, be mer- 
cifu]l, to me a poor finer, —And here the fell 


aſleep. 


70. She died the 1ſt of September, 1664, between 


ſeven and eight in the evening, in the fourteenth 


year of her age; having obtained that which the 


ſo oft intreated of the Lord, a quiet and eaſy da- 


| parturc, and, the end of her faith, the ſalvat a 
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Bleſſed is he who trulſteth in the Lord: 


E XAMPLE XII. 


Of the excellent carriage of a child upon his death bed, 


when but /even years oll. 


Acob Bicks, the brother of Suſanna Blicks, Was 

born at Leyden, and had a religious education 

under his god) parents, the which the Lord was 

pleaſed to {unftify to his converiion, and by it lay 

in excellent proviſions to live upon in an hour of 
diſtreſs. 

2. This ſweet little child was viſited of the Lord 

of a very fore ſickneſs, three or four weeks before 


bis ſiſter, of whoſe life and death we have given 
you ſome account already; in his diſtemper he 


was for the moſt part very fleepy and drow!y, till 
near his death ; but, when he did awake, he was 
wont to be much engaged in prayer. 

3+ Once, when his parents had been praying with 


him, they aſked him again if they ſhould ſend for 


the phyſician ; No, ſaid he, Iwill have the doctor 
no more; the Lord will help me 
mY me to himſelf, and then he ſhall help all. 
Ah, my dear child, ſaid his father, that grie- 
LS my heart: Well, ſaid the child, father, let us 
pray, and the Lord ſhall be near for my helper, 
When his parents had prayed with him again, 


he fad: Come now, dear father and mother, and | 
kiſs me; 


1 know that I ſhall die. 
6. Farewel, dear father and mother, 8 
dear ſiſter, farewel, all. Now ſhall Igo to heaven 


unto God and Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy angels! 


Father, kuow you not what is ſaid by Jeremiah! 


now! 
truſt in him, and he will bleſs me. And, in 17% 
2, it 


: | know he will 
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2, it is ſaid, Liith children love not the world, for 
the world paſſeth away. | 
7. Away, then, all thatis in the world; away with 
, all my pleaſant things in the world; away with my 
dagger, for where I go there is nothing to do 
with daggers and ſwords; men {hall not hght there, 
is but praiſe God. Away with all my books; there 
n ſhall I know ſufficiently, and be learned, in all 
|| things of true wiſdom, without books, » . 
y 8. His father, being touched to hear his child 
of Þ ſpeak at this rate, could not well telF what to ſay, 
but, my dear child, the Lord will be near thee, 
d and uphold thee. | 0 
re 9. Yea, father, ſaid he, the apoſtle Peter ſaid, 
en | God refiſteth the proud, but he giveth grace to 
he | the humble. I ſhall humble myſelf under the 
ill | mighty hand of God, and he ſhall help me and 
as lift me up. = 
ic. O my dear child, ſaid his father, haſt thou 
th Iſo ſtrong a faith? 5 7 | 
or Þ 11, Ves, {aid the child, God hath given me ſo 
or ſtrong a faith upon himſelf, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
ill Bthat the devil nimſelf thall flee from me; for it is 
ſaid, He who believeth on the Son hath everlaſt- 
je- ing life, and he hath overcome the wicked one, 
as [Now | believe in Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer, and 
e will not leave or forſake me, but ſhall give un- 
in, to me eternal lite; and then ſhall I fing, Holy, 
nd holy, holy, is the Lord of Sabaoth, 
: 12. Then, with a ſhort wordof prayer, Lord be 
el, Þnerciful to me, a poor ſinner, he quietly breathed 
en Þut his ſoul, and flept ſweetly in Jeſus, when he 
Is! Vas about ſeven years old. 8 
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Of one that began to look towards heaven when he 


| liberty to play a little about home. But, inſtead 


A Token 
EXAMPLE XIII. 


was very younr, with many eminent paſſages of 
his life, and joyful death when he was eleven years 
and three quarters old. i 


1. Y0hn Harviy was born in London in the year n 

1654. His father was a Dutch merchant, He ech 
was piouſly educated under his virtuous mother, 
and ſoon began to ſuck in divine things with no 
{mall delight. ; 

2. The firſt thing very obſervable in him was, 
that, when he was two years and eight months old, 
he could ſpeak as well as other children do uſually 
at five years old. gee | 

3. His parents, judging that he was then a little 
too young to ſend out to ſchool, let him have his 


of playing, he found out a ſchool of his own ac- 17 
cord hard by, and went to the ſchool-miſtreſs, and tu 
intreated her to teach him to read: and ſo he went fo 
for ſome time io ſchool without the knowledge of | 8 


his parents, and made a very great progrefs in his he 


learning, and was able to read diſtindly before Þ!6: 


moſt children are able to know their letters, „ou 


4. He was wont to aſk many ſerious and em 
weighty queſtions, about matters which concerned F 
his ſoul and eternity. . 

5. His mother being greatly troubled upon the 
death of one of his uncles, this child came to his 
mother, and ſaid, mother, though my uncle be 


dead, do not the Scriptures ſay he muſt riſe et] 
again? yea, and I muſt die, and fo muſt every bo- 


dy, and it will not be long before Chriſt will com? nd | 
to judge the world, and then we ſhall ſee one ano- It 
LD 55 5 ther 
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ther again. I pray, mother, do not weep ſo much, 


Irhis grave counſel he gave his mother when he 
was not quite five years old, by which her forrow 
for her brother was turned into admiration at her 
child, and ſhe was made to fit filent and quiet un- 
der that ſmarting ſtroke, | | 

6. After this his parents removed to Aberdten, 
ir Din Scotland, and ſettled their child under an able 
re ſchool-mafter there, whoſe cuſtom was, upon the 
ord's-day in the morning, to examine his ſcholars 
oncerning the ſermons that they had heard the for- 
ner Lord's-day, and to add ſome other queſtions 
hich might try the underſtanding and knowledge 
of his ſcholars. His maſter was often amazed at 
his child's anſwers, and tcok an opportunity to 
zo to his mother, to thank her for inſtructing her 
tle Jon ſo well; but ſhe replied, that he improved in 


\is Nis underſtanding, not only by her inſtructione, 


ad Put by his own reading and obſervation. 
e- 7- He was a child that was extraordinary inqui- 


nd tive, and full of good queſtions, and very careful 


ent ho obſerve and remember what he heard. 
offi 8. He had a very great hatred of whatſoever he 
Mis knew to be diſpleaſing to God, aad he was fo 


ore Breatly concerned for the honour of God, that he 


vould be much diſpleaſed if any groſs fins were 

and tom mitted before him: and he had a deep ſenſe 

ned If the worth of ſouls, and was not a little grieved, 

hen he ſaw any do that which he knew was dan- 
the Jerous to their fouls, | is 

his 9. One day ſeeing one of his near relations come 

be Into his father's houſe diſtempered with drink, as 


viſe le thought, he quickly went very ſerioufly to kim, 


bo. Ind wept over him, that he ſhould ſo offend God 
ome lad hazard his foul ; and begged of him to ſpend 
ano- Iis time better than in drinking and gaming: and 


therſh this 
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this he did without any inſtruction from his pa- 
rents, but from an inward principle of grace, and 
love to God and ſouls, as it is verily believed. 

10. When hewas at play with other children, he 
would be oftentimes putting in ſome word to keep 
them from naughty talk or wicked actions; and, 
if any did take the Lord's name in vain, of do any 
thing unbecoming a good child, they would 


ſoon hearof it from him; nay, once heariug a boy 


ſpcak very profanely, and that, after two or three 
adwonitions, he would not forbear, nor go out of 


his company neither, he was ſo tranſported with 


zeal, that he could not forbear falling upon him 
5 beat him; but, his mother chiding him for 

„he ſaid, that he could not endure to hear the 
name of God fo abuſed by a wretched boy, This 
is obſerved not to vindicate the act, but to take 


notice of his zeal. 


11. He was a child chat took great delight in 
the company of good men, and eſpecially miniſ- 
ters and ſcholars ; and, it he had any leiſure time, 
he would improve it, by viſiting ſach whoſe 
diſcourſe might make him wiſer and better; and, 
when he was in their ſociety, to be ſure his talk 


was more like a Chriſtian and a | ſcholar than a 
Child, 


12. One day, after ſchool· time was over, he paid 
Mr. Andrew Kent (one of the miniſters of Aberdeen ) 
a viſit, and aſked him ſeveral ſolid queſtions ; but 
the good man aſked him ſome quzitions out of his 
catechiim, and, finding him not io ready in the 
anſwers as he ſhould have been, did a little reprove 


D him, and told him that he mult be ſure to get his 


catechiſm perfectly by heart, T'he child took the 
reproof very well, and went home, and fate very 


cloſe to his catechiſm, and never left it till he got 


it 
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it by heart; and not only ſo, but he would be en- 


quiring into the ſenſe and meaning of it. 

13. He was ſo greatly taken with bis catechiſm, 
that he was not content with learning it himſelf, 
but he would be putting others upon learning it 
alſo, etpecially thoſe that were neareſt to him; he 
could not be fatisfied till he had perſuaded the 
ſervants to learn it, and, when they were at work, 
he would ſtill be following them with ſome good 
queſtion or other: ſo that the child ſeemed to be 
taken up with the thoughts of his ſoul, God's 
honour, and the good of others, 


14. He was aconſcientious obſerver of the Lord's 


day, ſpending all the time either in ſecret prayer 
or reacirg the Scriptures and good books, learn- 
ing his catechiſm, and hearing the word of God 


and public duties; and was not only careful 


in the performance of thoſe duties himſelf, but 
Was ready to put all that he knew upon a ſtrict 


obſervance of the Lord's day, and was exceeding- 


ly grieved at the profanation of it. One Lord's 
day, a ſervant of his father going out of the houſe, 
upon an extraordinary occaſion, to fetch ſome- 
thing that was wanted, he took on ſo bitterly, 
that he could ſcarce be pacified, becauſe that 
holy day was fo abuſed (as he thought) in his 
fathers houſe, 5 eo „ 

15. When he was between ſix and ſeven years 
Id, it pleaſed God to afflict him with ſore eyes, 


which was no ſmall grief to him, becauſe it kept 


bim from ſchool, which he loved as much as many 
doys do their play; and, that which was worſe, he 
as commanded by the doctor not to read any book 
hatſoever at home, But O how was this poor 


hild grieved, that he might not have liberty to 


cad the holy Scriptures! and, for all their charge, 
| | he 
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by no means affect fineneſs in apparel, but hated} 


or diet, . 
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he would get by himſelf, and ſtand by the windoyſſ'Þ* 
and read the Bible and other good books; yea het 


he was ſo greedy of reading the Scriptures, and 2 
took ſo much delight in them, that he would" 
ſcarce allow himſelf time to dreſs himſelf ; forfp2n 
reading the word of God was his great delight!“ 
Vea, though he had been beat for ſtudying ſo 
much, yet, judging it God's command that he 
ſhould give himfeif up to reading, he could not be 
beat off from it, till ne was ſo bad, that he had 
like never to have recovered his fight more. | 

16. It was his practice to be much by himſelf inet 
ſecret prayer; and he was careful to manage that 2? 
work, ſo that it might be as ſecret as poſſible it 1 
could be; but his frequency and conſtancy made lte 
It eaſ ly to be obſerved: upon which, one time, 


one, having a great mind to know what this ſweet}: 


babe prayed for, got into a place near him, andy“ 
heard him very earnelily praying for the church? 
of God, defiring that the kingdom of the goſpel hi 
might be ſpread over the whole world, and thatÞ* 


the kingdom of grace might more and more come b0 


into the hearts of God's people, and that the 
kingdom of glory might be haſtened. He wah 
wont to continue half an hour, and ſometimes an 
hour, upon his knees together. 
17. He was much above the vanities that moſtÞ < 


children are taken with, and was indeed too muchÞd 
above this world to live long in it, De 


18. He was very humble and modeſt, and did iti 


ad 
Ob 

2 
0N 
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any thing more than neceſſaries, either in clothe: 


19. When he perceived either his brother or {if 
ter pleaſed with their new clothes, hewould, wit! 
a great deal of gravity, reprove their folly, 7 

| whe! 


hen his reproof ſignified little, he would bewail 
eaFhcir vanity, 0D | | 
ind 20. Once he had a new ſuit brought him, 
ulchhich, when he looked on, he found ſome rib- 


is mother, Whether thoſe things would keep 
„ foſbim warm? No, child, ſaid his mother: Why 
' hefihen, ſaid he, do you ſuffer them to be put here? 
bel ou are deceived, if you think ſuch things pleaſe 


hade; and, I doubt, ſome, that are better than we, 
ay want the money, that this coſt you, to buy 


f indem bread, | 

ha 21. He would entreat his mother to have a care 
e iff gratifying a proud humour in his brother and 
adeſſiters ; he did tell them of thedangerof pride and 
mei ow little reaſon they had to be proud of that which 
„eet as their ſhame ; for, ſaid he, if it had not been 
nd: in, we {hould have had no need of clothes. 

ich 22 At leiſure times he would be talking to his 
ſpelfhool-fellows about the things of God, and urge 


thatÞ< neceſſity of a holy life. This text he much ſpoke 


omeſſÞout to them; /e axe is laid to rhe root of the tree, 


the every iree, that bringeth uot forth good Fruit, is 


wasn down and caſt into the fire. Every mother's 


s anſÞ1!d ot us, that doth not bring forth the fruit of 


ood works, ſhall ſhortly be cut down with the axe 


moſt} God's wrath, a d caſt down into the fire of hell; 


zuchhd this he ſpake like one that believed and felt 
Fe power of what he ſpake, and not with the leaſt 


didübility of a childiſh levity of ſpirit. This was 
atedſ hen he was between ſeven and eight years old; 


thesÞd, if he perceived any children unconcerned a- 


out their ſouls, he wouldbe greatly troubled at it. 
r ſiſq 23. After this his parents removed not far from 
Witllongon, where he continued till that dread ful year 


andÞ*ty-five; he was then ſent to the Latin ſchool. 


whe! | where 
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don at his knees, at which he was grieved, aſking. 
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where he ſoon made a very conſiderable progreſs, 
and was greatly beloved of his maſter ; the ſchool 
was his beloved place, and learning his recreation, 
He was never taught to write, but took it of his 
own ingepujty. | | 
24. Hewasexceedingdutiful to his parents, and 
never did in the leaſt diſpute their comm: nds, ex- 
cept when he thought they might croſs the com. 
mand of God, as in the before mentioned buſineſs 
of reading the Scriptures when his eyes were fo bad, 
28. He was excredingly contented with amy 
mean diet, and to be ſure he would not touch 2 Fit 
of any thing till! he had begged God's bleſſing 
upon it, 

26, He would put his brother and ſiſter upon 
their duties, and obſerved them whether they per. 
formed them or not, and, when he ſaw any neglect, 
he would ſoon warn them; if he ſaw any of them 
take a ſpoon into their hands before he had cra 
2 bleſſing, he ſaid, that is juſt like a hog, in. 

eed. 

27. His ſiſter was afraid of the darkneſs, and 


would ſometimes cry upon this account ; he told 


her ſhe muſt fear God more, and ſhe need then 
be afraid of nothing. | 

28, Hewould humbly put hisnear relations up- 
on their duty, and minding the concerns of ther 
ſouls and eternity, with more ſe:10uſneſs and life, 
and to have acare of doing thatwhich was for the 
diſhonour of God and the hazard of the ſoul. 
229. He was of a compaſſionate and charitable 
diſpoſition, and very pitiful to the poor, or any 
that were in diſtreſs; but his greateſt pity was to 
poor ſouls ; and, as well as he could, he would be 
putting children, play-fellows, ſervants, anc 
neighbours, upon minding their precious ſouls, 

| | | 30. One 
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30. One notable inſtance of his true charity [ 
cannot omit. A certain Turk was, by the provi- 
dence of God, caſt into the place where he lived, 
which this ſweet child hearing of, had a great pity 
to his ſoul, and ſtudied how he might be any way 
inſtrumental to do it good: at laſt, finding a man that 
underſtood the language of the Turk, he uſed means 
to get them together, which he at laſt procu red. The 
fi it thing that he did, wasto put his friend upon 
diicourſing with the Turk about his principles, whe- 
ther he acknowledged a Deity ; which the Turk 
owning, the next thing he enquired was, What 
he thought of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? at which the 
Turk was troubled, and putotF the diſcourle, and 
ſaid he was thirſty and hungry ; which the child 


being informed of by the interpreter, immediately 


went to a brewhoule near at band, his own house 


; being far off, and did entreat hs maſter of it to 


give him {ome beer for the Turk, and the argument 
he uſed was this: Sir, here is a poor ſtranger that 
15 athirſt ; we know not where we may be caſt be- 
fore we die. He thentwent to another place, and 
begged food for him, uſing the fame argument as 
before. But his friends, hearing of it, were angry 


with him; but he told them, he did it for a poor 


ſtranger chat was far from home, and he did it, 
that he might think the better of the Chriſtians 
and the Chriſtan religion. 


31. He would have a ſavoury ward to ſay to 


every one that he converſed with, to put them in 
mind of the worth of Chriſt and their ſouls, and 
their nearveſs to eternity ; inſomuch that good 


people took no ſmall pleaſure in his company. The 
tailor that made his clothes would keep ben the 


longer, before he brought them home, thathe might 
have 


——— — — 


| ſwallow up all other thoughts, and he lived in aff © 
conſtant preparation for it, and looked more like 
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have the benefit of his ſpiritual and Chriſtian ſo 


ciety, and more frequent viſits. f 
32. He bewailed the miſerable condition of the d 
enerality of mankind, (when he was about ten f. 
years old,) that were atterly eſtranged from God, 


though they called him Father, yet they were iy 0 


children only by creation, and not by any like.] i 
neſs they had to God, or intereſt j in him, ſi 
33. Thus he aatieacd walking. in the ways off 
God, engeged in reading, praying, hearing the E 
word of God and ſpiritual diſcourſe, diſcovering d 
thereby bis ſerious thoughts of eternity. | 
34. He had an earneſt de ſire, if it might be the 
Lord's good pleaſure, to give himſelf up to the ic 
Lord in the work of the miniſtry, if be ſhould live, 


and this out of a dear love to Chriſt and fouls. h 


35. He was (next to the Bible) mot mes with 
reading the reverend Mr. Jae works, eſpe . 
cially his Saints everlaſting Reji; and truly the. 
thoughts of that reit and eternity ſeemed tof 


one that was ripe for glory, than an inhabitant of hc 
this lower world, 

36. When be was about eleven years and three 
quarters old, his mother's houſe was viſited withBP? 
the plague; his eldeſt ſiſter was the firſt that was 
taken with this diſtemper, and, when they were 
praying for her, he would fob nd weep bitterly. 

37. As foon as he perceived that his fiker was 
FL. 4 he ſaid, the will of the Lord be done; 
bleſſed be the Lord : dear mother, ſaid he, you 
muſt do as David did; after the child was dead, 
he went and refreſhed himſelf, and L e ſub- 
mitted to the will of God. 


\ 
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Vor Children. 43 
ſo 38. The reſt of the family held well for about 
fourteen days, which time he ipent in religious 
chel duties, and preparing for his death; but ſtill his 
ter favourite book was 7 he Sgints Ref, which he read 
od, with great attention, gathering many obſervations 
hin out of it in writing for his own uſe. He wrote 
ke. ſeveral divine meditations of his own upon ſeveral 
ſubjects; but that which ſeemed moſt admirable 
oll was, a meditation on the excellency of Chriſt, 
the He was never well but when he was more imme- 
ing mate engaged in the ſervice of God. 

Ar fourteen days end he was taken ſick, at 
the which he ſeemed very patient and chearful, yet 
the ſometimes he would ſay that his pain was great. 

40. His mother, looking upon his brother, ſhook. 
her head; at which he aſked, if his brother were 
dangerous! ? ſhe anſwered, yea, child. He aſked 
again, whether ſhe thought him ſo? ſhe anſwered 
nothing. Well, ſaid he, I pray let me have Mr, 
Baxtir's book, that 1 may read a little more of 
eternity before I go into it. His mother told him 
that he was not able to read; he ſaid that he u as: 
however, then, pray by me, and for me. His mo- 
tber anſwered, that the was io fuilot grief that ſhe 
hreel could not pray now, but ſhe deſired to hear him 
withbpray his laſt prayer. 

wall. 4. His mother aſked him whether he were wil. 
werelliag to die and leave her? he anſwered, yes, I 
„. Jam willing to leave you, and go to my heavenly 
Was Father. His mother anſwered : Child, if thou 
one] hadſt but an aſſurance of God's love, I ſhould not 
dude {5 much troubled. | 
ead, 42, He anſwered and faid to his mother, I am 
Eſſured, dear mother, that my fins are forgiven, 
and that 1 mall 8⁰ to heaven; for, ſaid he, here 
The 5 on Rood 
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ſtood an angel by me, and told me I ſhould 
quickly be in glory. 

43. At this his mother burſt forth into tears. O 
mother, ſaid he, did you but know what joy! 
feel, you would not weep, but rejoice z I tell you 
J am ſo full of comfort, that I cannot tell you how 
Jam. O mother, | ſhall preſently have my head 
in my Father's bofom, and | ſhall be there, where 
the four and twenty elders caſt down their crowns, and 
# ng hallelujah, glory and praije io him that fits upon 
the r and tothe Lamb, for ever ! 

. Upon this his ſpeech be; an to fail him, but 
his 7 * ſeemed ſtill to be taken up with glory, and 
no:hing now grieved him but the lorro that he 
ſaw his mother to be in for his death. A little to 


divert his mother, he aſked ner what the had to 


ſupper; but pretently, in a kind of divine rap-ſf 
ture, he cried our, O what a tweet ſupper have | 
making ready for me in glory ! | 
But, ſreing ail this did rather increaſe that | 

allay his mother's grief, he was more troubled, 
and afked her what ſhe meant thus to offend God? 
Know you not that this is the hand of the Almig h- 
ty? Humble yourjeif under the mighty band of God; 
lay yourtcif in the duſt, and kiſs the rod of Goch 


and let me ſee you do it in token of your ſub- 


miſſion to tie will of God, and bow before him: 
upon which, raiſing himſelf up a little, he gave 
a lowly bow, and ipoke no more, but went | 
cheerfully and ed to ol, in the boſon 
of Jet us, "To | 
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THE END. 
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